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The relationship among academic achievement, clinical competence, and confidence
. . . . *®
in clinical performance of nursing students

Kim, Hye-Won" - Kim, Myo-Gyeong"

1) Assistant Professor, Seoul Women'’s College of Nursing

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to determine relationships between academic achievement, clinical competence, and
confidence in the clinical performance of nursing students, and to identify factors that influence them. Methods: This was a
descriptive correlation study. Data were collected from 118 nursing students at a nursing college in Seoul. One-way variance
analysis, Pearson's correlation coefficient, and multiple linear regression analysis were used to examine relationships between
academic achievement, clinical competence, and confidence in clinical performance. Results: Clinical competence was related
to academic achievement in students’ previous semester and to students’ academic scores in a fundamental of nursing course.
Clinical competence showed a weak positive correlation with academic achievement in students’ previous semester and academic
scores in a fundamental of nursing course in both evaluations by the professor and students’ self-evaluations. However,
confidence in clinical performance had no significant correlation with academic achievement. The factor affecting the clinical
competence was academic scores in a fundamental of nursing course, and factors affecting confidence in clinical performance
were health status, personality, major suitability, and class satisfaction in a fundamental of nursing skills course. Conclusion:
These findings indicate that students with high academic achievement have better clinical performance, but confidence in clinical
performance is not related to academic achievement.
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Table 2. Correlation between Academic Achievement, Clinical Competence, and Confidence in Clinical Performance

(N=118)
AC cC
Variables AAPS ASFN EP SSE e
r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o)

AAPS 1
AC

ASFN 51 (<.001) 1
cc EP .16 (.018) 28 (<.001) 1

SSE .18 (.006) .16 (.018) .19 (.004) 1
CCP 04 (515) 11 (.095) 05 (.449) 49 (<.001) 1

AAPS=academic achievement in students’ previous semester; AC=academic achievement; ASFN=academic scores of a fundamental of nursing
course; CC=clinical competence; CCP=confidence in clinical performance; EP=evaluations by the professor; SSE=students’ self-evaluations

Table 3. Factors Influencing Clinical Competence and Confidence in Clinical Performance of Nursing Students

Clinical competence Confidence in clinical

Evaluations by the professor Students’ self-evaluations performance

B SE B t p B SE B t p B SE B t p
Health status 038 0.97 .03 040 .693 0.13 0.08 12 1.78 .077 3.63 143 16 254 012
Personality (extroverted) 1.01 0.76 .09 132 .188 0.03 0.06 .04 056 577 3.10 1.13 A8 275 .006
Personality (meticulous) 1.11  0.84 .10 1.32 187 0.03 0.07 .04 053 597 -0.08 1.24 .00 -0.06 .952
Personality (sensitive) 047 0.81 .04 059 558 0.05 0.06 .05 0.75 456 3.02 1.19 16 254 012
Personality (timid) 1.02  0.83 .09 123 219 0.01 0.06 .01 0.15 .885 -029 123 -02 -024 .812
Dexterity 131 073 .12 1.80 .074 0.12 0.06 .13 207 .040 054 1.08 .03 050 .621
Major suitability 1.13 091 .09 1.24 217 014 0.07 .14 194 .05 335 135 .17 249 .013

Class satisfaction in a
fundamental of nursing skills 012 0.88 .01 0.13 894 027 007 25 393 <001 444 131 22 341 .001
course

Academic achievement in

, . 019 067 .02 029 .776 0.12 0.05 .17 238 .018 -027 099 -02 -027 .787
students’ previous semester

Academic scores in a

. 024 0.09 22 268 .008 0.00 0.01 -02 -020 .839 0.10 0.13 06  0.76 447
fundamental of nursing course

R’=15, Adjusted R>=.08, F=2.11, R’=25, Adjusted R’=.19, F=4.16, R?=26, Adjusted R*=20, F=4.37,

Model fit =008 p<.001 p<001

Adjusted for age, religion, health status, motivation for admission, personality (extroverted), personality (meticulous), personality (sensitive),
personality (timid), dexterity, major suitability, class satisfaction in a fundamental of nursing skills course, academic achievement from the
previous semester, academic scores in a fundamental of nursing course

SE=standard error
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