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Abstract

Previous research on the association between marriage and life satisfaction is limited due to the lack of attempts
to investigate the time profiles of life satisfaction around marriage. This study addresses unresolved questions
about the positive association between marriage and life satisfaction as well as tests if it is moderated by childhood
parental divorce. Using 14 waves of the Korean Welfare Panel Study(N=3,890 individuals or 25,338 person-year
observations), the author first used an ordinary least squares model with clustered standard errors and found that
married people reported higher life satisfaction before marriage, compared to people who remained single during
the survey. This result supports a social selection perspective. Next, the author used a fixed effects regression
model and found that the transition into marriage was associated with an initial rise and subsequent decline in life
satisfaction. Life satisfaction increased after reaching its lowest level in the third year of marriage. Life satisfaction
after the transition into marriage was significantly higher than that observed three or more years prior to marriage.
The result supports a social causation perspective. Such changing patterns were not moderated by parental divorce
during childhood. This study advances the current literature on marriage and life satisfaction by using a nationally

representative longitudinal data set as well as by testing social selection and causation perspectives.
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3. 2k 2} HolslA] ok 495 7HAAL Q7] wlieoll, g avt o] 4jnl
WA EA o] VS AE A ), A WA kAl oA 2 A9 Bk S EA] AL Ao ARge] At
of Ta7] flel A3 HRAS AAlskGdeh & AtellA= & v A% ckAllison, 2009). o= ARl whet WsksHA] ok <
HAR7E ARGE Q] wlimell, S5l 4o W FAt o) wisdld), Ay Qﬂlﬂ‘*‘oﬂ Ji= olelRt AxHEA] &
ARl AIA ofe] 2fe] HArE it M= Aol A] R ¥ Q] W= AR of ol Agle] K SAlE, At o

rog AR AR o) L5 7oA clustered A1 3|54
S STATAE o] &sfo] AAsIAT), T wa] L A sHa o 15A)
o T@al7] Qi 1A a Y} 3] (fixed effects regression
model)& ©-83HIt}, g At SRS Akl whE 7HS] W
HSHE 74517 flall ARgSl= AR o|tH(Allison, 2009), A1

2 = Aol ke A 7R SHRE-S | Wleks Zlo] o]-
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Variables Used in the Study

Family and Environment Research fer

. Wide data . Wide data
Variables ; Long data Variables ; Long data
First Last First Last

Life satisfaction 3.48 (0.55) 3.55(0.52) 3.52(0.52)  Perceived health 4.16 (0.74) 4.06 (0.69) 4.11 (0.70)
Transition into marriage Coresident child(1=Yes) 384(9.87) 1,744 (6.88)
Single 3,890 (100.0) 3,256 (83.70) 22,265 (87.87) Years pre-/post marriage
Married 634 (1630) 3,073 (12.13) -3 or earlier 3,858 (99.18) 3,256 (83.70) 21,062 (83.12)
Childhood parental divorce(1=Yes) 433 (11.13) 433 (11.13)  2,445(9.65) -2 21 (0.54) 594 (2.34)
Men 2,054 (52.80) 2,054 (52.80) 12930 (51.03) -1 11 (0.28) 609 (2.40)
Women 1,836 (47.20) 1,836 (47.20) 12,408 (48.97) 0 122 (3.14) 629 (2.48)
Age 24.44 (5.66) 30.51 (6.85) 28.68 (6.25) 1 59 (1.52) 506 (2.00)
Years of education 12,52 (1.72) 13.62 (2.14) 13.40(2.05) 2 69 (1.77) 448 (1.77)
Yearly household income 4.58 (3.41) 6.28 (4.77) 557(5.23) 3 65 (1.67) 378 (1.49)
Employment status(1=Employed) 1535(39.46) 2,538 (65.24) 15476 (61.07) 4 or later 319(8.20) 1,112 (4.39)
No. respondents 3,890
No. observations 25,338

Note. Numbers in the table are Mean (SD) or Frequency (%).

AR A WA 8l wpAjuf 2Afol| A Akl 7aEAS AR Aom el wEA7E A9 of 83%%aL, A& 21| Ao

W, ] WS SRR 3L R R ghofel Aol A 3.48%]
O AT} mpA} ZAtell A 3558 0.8 A Asigict. Al
73,8907 B A A ofgh Aol A mlzol9lal shi
FAPEAE 19117, 0.28%)014 39 5= “LHr} %1(3,858%,
99.18%)e]l Har%l Zloleal T O, wkxar ZAtef A= KA
2] 16.30%¢°1| sids= 6341 0] 7] &Ak= ZARE vHaL s =
APE AE3E 31227, 3.14%)%E dE 49 52 1 0]5(319
8, 8.20%)0f ot Zlofetil i}, opg7lof] Fuef ol
ZAge #o] ekl ek FEAH: 433 (11.13%)01 et §A

0] 71 EAE A E, A SH ke 2,054 (52.80%),
od SHAR= 1,8368(47.20%)0191 0., 31 RIA| Aol A 3
b ol 24 44M190 00 mEAEp At A= 30 514|% °F 6
Al Fobflal WA 12,5294 13,620 0% oF 14 4
= SolArk, SEt 7] A7k AARRE-S oF 4, 5809H0]A]
6,28081 0.2 S7s}Rlar, FAARe] HlE-E of 40%) A 65%5
25%p Y5 ol flere SR 4= Qlok, S 172 4,163

N

A 4,068 0.5 23 setelgl o, FASk= A7t Qlekar =4l
S A= vpAEE Z2AolA] 384Y5(9.87%) 0] 2Lk,

HEAbE W 25,338709] HESAIR ALK Vs AE A
H o gho] vk ot 35270900 nEo e ol w=

S
2= 99.2657H(87.87%), 7)1& 07 FrolxE == 3.07 37H
(12.13%)%ct, o1& & t] ApAls| Almid, 2E 39 &
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Table 2. Ordinary Least Squares Regression Model (with Clustered Standard Errors) o] ul= WGlo]| njx]i= ofdko] Ao Skelx]|x| olofof ok Zo]
Predicting Lfe Satsfacton o}, ke, A1) elak pge) o) elgly] Slaliale ARk
Variables B SE WA L0 M WiE SAISIL AP PHA £/449] MaE F
Transition into marriage® 005 002 that 1A w1} 37wl B8l Solw AS 1 A7} 4F9] Uk
Women 001 001 St wislo] ujale Japelo] BhelEjojof & Aojr, oj & ¢l
o . '0'02: 000 JLo] = A lSrEAo]H| Table 39 A WA o] HAl A
e S o339 At e 2200 0 1
Employment status’ 006" 001 AT o A 4] vl 0.058(p<.05) =olgal, 13 #o|
Perceived health 019" 001 + 0.098(p<.001) sobxrt, Aesgh sfjofl= 0.1678(p<.001)
Survey year 001" 0.00 71 o]53foll= 0,188 (p<.001) =014, o] w7} A&Zog 4o
Constant 258" 0.05 Ul 7} 71 oz A]7]AL oF 2= Qllt)t ATSt 2| 9-3
F 26235 Wol Ak Aol ao] WHEIEsL A% sekaau ol 4]
7 022 2 39 52 ek Fof wls] &S Solli(AE 24
No. respandents D B=0.15, p<.001; A% 39 ¥): B=0,10, p<.01) 71 o|Foi=
No. observations 21,062 L RS HOITHB=0,18, p< 001)

Note. “Referent category is When respondents remained single during the
survey. "Referent category is Not being employed.
“n<01, " p<.001

AE 39 58 et How AR nlExs) s so) v
zeoh ulmalolet, 3,858%0) S Havet 21,0627H0) ¥
227} o}7|o]] S ATTable 1 F26), MEA7} RS 4o
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o] W7 oA heEhe
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(B=0.01, p<.001), = oz P77t 173do] Fom(B=0.11,
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Table 3. Fixed Effects Regression Models Predicting Life Satisfaction on Transition
into Marriage and Childhood Parental Divorce as a Moderator

Model 1 Model 2
B S.E. B S.E.

Variables

Years pre-/post marriage®

-2 005 002 005 002
-1 009" 002 009" 002
0 016" 002 015 002
1 018" 003 018" 003
2 0157 003 015 003
3 010" 004 010 004
4 or later 018" 004 018 004
-2xChildhood parental divorce -0.01 0.09
-1xChildhood parental divorce 008 009
0xChildhood parental divorce 0.12 0.08
1xChildhood parental divorce 004 006
2xChildhood parental divorce 0.07 0.10
3xChildhood parental divorce 004 010
4 or laterxChildhood parental divorce 007 009
Age 0017 000 001" 000
Years of education 003" 000 -003" 000
Yearly household income 0.00 000 000  0.00
Employment status’ 0077 001 007" 001
Perceived health 011" 001  omT 001
Coresident child" -006 003 -006 003
Constant 3157 006 316 006
F 4594" 30227
R* (within) 0.05 0.05
No. respondents 3,890 3,890

No. observations 25338 25,338

Note. °Referent category is 3 or more years prior to marriage. "Referent category
is Not being employed. ‘Referent category is No.

'p<.05, p<.01, p<.001
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