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Exploring the Moderating Effect of Difficulty in Recognized Curriculum Task on

the Mediator Model of Interesting and Learning Motivation on Flow in Distant
PBL Classes of Pre—service Teachers
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Abstract

This study explored the moderating effects of task difficulty for flow, learning motivation, and
interesting in distant PBL classes of pre—service teachers. For this, the research model was constructed
by analyzing previous studies. The research model verification was conducted by 105 students of taking
courses in the curriculum. The distant PBL used a real-time video conference system. Cooperative
activities were carried out in real time. After the end of the distant PBL activity, the level of learning
motivation, interesting, flow, and task difficulty perception were measured. The collected data were
analyzed using a test of the structural model invariance across the groups using a structural equation
model. This analysis verifies the difference in path coefficients between measurement models. The
control effect of task difficulty was verified through the difference in path coefficient. As a result, it
was verified that interesting mediates the influence of learning motivation on flow. And the moderating
effect of the perceived task difficulty appeared on the path from learning motivation to interesting.
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