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Purpose: The purpose of this study is to seek in-depth perspectives of stakeholders on the necessity and specific criteria
for designating a specialized hospital for urologic diseases.

Methods: Eight participants experts in urology medicine and specialized hospital system were divided into four groups.
Following the semi-structured guidelines, an in-depth interview was conducted twice and a focus group discussion was
conducted three times. All the interviews were transcribed verbatim and analyzed.

Results: The majority of participants predicted that there would be demand for specialized hospitals for urologic diseases.
The criteria of designating a specialized hospital, such as the number of hospital beds and quality of health care, have
to be modified in consideration of the specificity of urology. The introduction of a specialized hospital would improve the
healthcare delivery system, positively affecting hospitals and patients. Furthermore, government support is essential for
the maintenance of specialized hospital systems as urology hospitals experience difficulties in generating profits.

Conclusion: This study is expected to be used as base data for introducing and operating a specialized hospital for urologic
diseases. In addition, it is expected that the methodology and results of this study would encourage follow-up studies on
specialized hospitals and provide guidelines to evaluate the effectiveness of such hospitals in other medical fields.
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Table 1. Socio-demographic characteristics of participants.

Urological specialist

No Group Gender Age career duration (year) Medical institution
1 Urological association Male 50s 19 Hospital
2 Urological association Male 50s 24 Clinic
Male 50s 20 Clinic
3 Urological specialist Male 30s 7 Hospital
Male 30s 3 Clinic
Male 30s 3 Clinic
4 Expert of specialized hospital system Male 40s - University
Male 50s - University
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Table 2. Structure of the analysis results.

Category

Subcategory

1. Necessity to designate a specialized 1-1.
hospital for urologic diseases

Low awareness of the current specialized hospital system

1-2. Empathy on the need for a specialized hospital for urologic diseases
1-3. Current urologic Healthcare delivery system issues
1-4 Clinic-level medical institutions’ possibility of conversion to a specialized hospital for
' urologic diseases
2. Perspectives on the designation 2-1. Opinion on the extent of urologic diseases
criteria of a specialized hospital for
urologic diseases . . . . . -
2-2. Opinions on patient composition ratio and patient volume criteria
2-3. Opinions on the number of specialists and the number of hospital beds
2-4. Opinions on accreditation and quality of care assessment criteria
3. Anticipated positive effects 31 Expected positive effects of introducing a designating system of a specialized hospital for
and concerns of introducing a ' urologic diseases
designating system of a specialized
hospital for urologic diseases
32 Expected concerns of introducing a designating system of a specialized hospital for

urologic diseases
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