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A Phenomenological Qualitative Study on the Traditional Korean Medical
Doctor’'s Experience of Treating Victims of Sexual Violence

You—Kyung Choi”
Associate professor, Dept, of Korean International Medicine, College of Korean Medicine, Gachon University

Abstract

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to explore the experiences of traditional korean medical doctors
(TKMD) who have treated victims of sexual violence by collecting their qualitative data that cannot be obtained
with statistical data.

Methods : In—depth interviews were conducted with semi—structured questionnaires for each of 5 TKMDs who
had experiences in treating sexual violence victims, For analysis, the interviews were recorded along with
their facial expressions and actions during the interview process, and all collected data were analyzed by
colaizzi's method, In each process, a ‘phenomenological reduction’ was applied.

Results : The identity of TKMD's experience of treating sexual violence victims was structured into 25 themes,
9 theme clusters, and 4 categories. The 4 categories included ‘Professionalism and sense of efficacy’, ‘Personal
life experiences and mental trauma treatment experiences that are mutually influencing each other’, ‘Factors
needed to increase TKMD's participation in treatment of sexual violence victims', Deriving the future strategy
of traditional korean medicine’,

Conclusions : This study derived the essence and meaning of TKMDs experiences in treating sexual violence
victims, and presented future directions of traditional korean medicine in this field. It is expected that the
results of this study would be used as the basis for establishing the traditional korean medical support

system for sexual violence victims in the context of the korean medical system,.

Key words : Treatment experiences of traditional korean medical doctors(TKMD), Victims of sexual

violence, In—depth interview, Phenomenological qualitative study
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Table 1. Characteristics of Research Participants
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Table 2. Structure of Traditional Korean Medical Doctor’'s Experience in Treatment of Sexual Violence Victims
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Fig.1. Structure of Traditional Korean Medical Doctor's Experience in Treatment of Sexual Violence Victims
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