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A study on the Types of Perception for the Liberal arts Education
of University Students Using Q Methodology
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Abstract In this study, the Q method is used to investigate the types of perceptions of liberal arts
education perceived by college students and to investigate the characteristics of each type. 33 Q
samples were extracted from the Q population collected through literature research, open
questionnaires, and deep interviews. Q classification was conducted for 27 students of A University
located in B City. The data was analyzed using the QUANL program. In the research, the types of
awareness of liberal arts education were derived as "pursuit of various experiences", "pursuit of
practical studies", "pursuit of accident expansion", and "pursuit of social change". The results of this
study re—establish the meaning of liberal arts education in university education and suggest that it is

necessary to consider various educational contents and teaching learning methods.
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Table 1. Q—samples

No Q—sample

1 |Liberal arts classes are easy to take credits.

2 |Liberal arts class is a class for graduation.

3 |Liberal arts classes are easy to allocate timetables.

4 Liberal arts classes are classes that are useful for the work that
students desire.

5 |Liberal arts class is a class where you can find aptitude.

6 |Liberal arts class is a class that can develop literary grounding.

7 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can experience
various academic fields

8 |Liberal arts classes are classes with fair evaluation.

9 Liberal arts classes are classes that can be listened to based on
personal interests.

10 |Liberal arts classes are the basis of specialized classes.

11 Liberal arts classes are classes that utilize various teaching
methods.

12 Liberal arts classes are classes that allow you to develop your
foreign language skills.

13 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can meet various
people.

14 Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop IT utilization
skills.

15 |Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop writing skills.

16 |Liberal arts classes are useful classes for social life.

17 Liberal arts classes are classes that can improve the level of
common sense.

18 Liberal arts classes are classes that I haven't always been in
contact with.

19 |Liberal arts classes are classes that help you to live.

20 |Liberal arts classes are practical classes.

21 Liberal arts classes are classes that can extend existing
knowledge.

22 |Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop toughness.

23 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can gain background
knowledge.

24 |Liberal arts classes are easy to do homework and exams.

25 |Liberal arts classes are customized to the student's perspective.

26 In the liberal arts class, communication between teachers and
students is smooth.

27 |Liberal arts classes are fun and inspiring classes.

28 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can think about
yourself.

29 |Liberal arts classes are classes that change the attitude of life.

30 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can share different
ideas.

31 Liberal arts classes are easy to understand without deep
explanation.

39 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can quickly feel the
changes in society.

33 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can easily come into|
contact with new content.

— o [e]
£¢ % A7) ol e

At 2320l 7PEA BA B3
FUHRL el wet 7P S shs T RelAMT

ob
b1

-

B 714 FAehs B 4 A ol B

= @59 St it HEs
NS =98 129 shS oj
A7 SRR Y el Fol T1ole] W

ek o], Q el thek v Sl visl A5 WA

ol
2
HU —ﬂ‘ ol

2 6 ¥R

>o>'
o = 2 o 3%

_1_,

FHE AsE 7P A T8l 1HAARE 7P
SAZ T&o] 9871 Heskste] PCE QUANL =
ao R Q Q1S itk ol ajlee] A4
< 98k olelAll(Eigen) #k 1.0 oS 7|0 ]
tekdlk 9919] =5 Yo aEE AnE 6 o]l
g e 47H4 /8-S HATHeE At

zﬂLz&4%%Q%ﬂ%3wkqﬁ%%
FHIZ Fo9} vjFe
¢9Wk%%§£2}ﬁ%%ﬂt%ﬁﬂﬂﬂgﬂ@w%
el =2 F
o] F3 Wi

7hedl

53 Qobi

g A 1fES
9

3
1%%&%@%%%@w&4&miﬂ%
& o] M2 51.2%% Table 494¢0] vepyith 2+ &

W S Table 39} 2om, AAHoR vk 4



o
o
i
fto
2]
oo
%
fu)
%
ox
(o
Rl
()
=]
fo
2
fu)
o
-0,
1>
Jo
ofls

A+ 107

Table 2. Z—scores in Types

Z—scores in Types
No Q—sample
Type 1 Typell Typell TypelV

1 Liberal arts classes are easy to take credits. 1.4 —.6 .8 -.1

2 Liberal arts class is a class for graduation. .6 -5 -1.1 1.0

3 Liberal arts classes are easy to allocate timetables. .3 —-2.1 -1.9 -1.9

4 Liberal arts classes are classes that are useful for the work that students desire. .6 -.8 1 -1.6

5 Liberal arts class is a class where you can find aptitude. 2 -1.2 1.0 -2

6 Liberal arts class is a class that can develop literary grounding. 1.3 -1 1.6 -2

7 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can experience various academic fields 1.7 .6 1.7 2.2

8 Liberal arts classes are classes with fair evaluation. 2 5 .6 7

9 Liberal arts classes are classes that can be listened to based on personal interests. 2.4 -1.5 4 2.1

10 Liberal arts classes are the basis of specialized classes. -1.5 -2.0 —-1.4 -3

11 Liberal arts classes are classes that utilize various teaching methods. -4 1 -.9 7

12 Liberal arts classes are classes that allow you to develop your foreign language skills. -1 1.8 -1.2 -.9

13 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can meet various people. 1.6 2.1 .6 3

14 Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop IT utilization skills. -1.3 .3 -2 -.6

15 Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop writing skills. -1 .5 2 -1.7

16 Liberal arts classes are useful classes for social life. .3 A4 -.8 -.8

17 Liberal arts classes are classes that can improve the level of common sense. 1.2 1.9 =7 -2

18 Liberal arts classes are classes that | haven't always been in contact with. -.0 1.4 1 -.1

19 Liberal arts classes are classes that help you to live. —-1.4 -.9 -1.7 -1.1

20 Liberal arts classes are practical classes. -1 -2 5 —.4

21 Liberal arts classes are classes that can extend existing knowledge. 1.0 .3 1.2 9

22 Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop toughness. -.9 -7 1 2

23 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can gain background knowledge. 2 1.1 -1.1 1

24 Liberal arts classes are easy to do homework and exams. —-1.2 -7 -1.3 -5

25 Liberal arts classes are customized to the student's perspective. -1.5 -.9 -.9 4

26 In the liberal arts class, communication between teachers and students is smooth. -9 -.8 -1.1 -.8

27 Liberal arts classes are fun and inspiring classes. -4 -0 9 —1.0

28 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can think about yourself. —.6 7 1.2 =7

29 Liberal arts classes are classes that change the attitude of life. -.9 2 1.3 .6

30 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can share different ideas. -.3 1 4 7

31 Liberal arts classes are easy to understand without deep explanation. -9 -1 1.3 2

32 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can quickly feel the changes in society. -9 .5 2 .8

33 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can easily come into contact with new content. 5 A4 -.1 2.1
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Table 3. Demographics of the Samples according to the
Types of perceived Image of Liberal arts

pursuit type| g | f
(N=4)

Computer Software Engineering| 0.760

Classes
Gen| . Factor
Type 1D der Grade Major Weight
1| F 2 |Computer Software Engineering| 1.053
8| F 2 |Computer Software Engineering| 0.755
13| F 3 Food Biotechnology 1.197
14| M 3 Food Biotechnology 0.734
Pursuing
various 18| F 3 Food Biotechnology 0.499
ex(pI\eIr_iir(l)c)es 200 F| 3 Police Administration 0.796
22| F 3 Korean Language Education 0.583
24| M 2 History Education 0.774
25| F 3 Physical Therapy 0.735
27| F 3 Korean Language Education 1.368
2| F 3 |Computer Software Engineering| 0.800
3| F 3 |Computer Software Engineering| 1.418
Practical R
academic 10| F 2 Food Biotechnology 0.707
Dur(sgt Gt)ype 12| F| 3 Food Biotechnology 0.599
17 F 3 Food Biotechnology 1.790
21| F 2 |Library and Information Science| 1.563
4| M 3 Korean Language Education 1.037
Accident . R
expansion 7| F 2 |Computer Software Engineering| 1.794
2
3
2
2
3
3
3

26| F Education 0.501

5| M Computer Software Engineering| 0.700

6| F Computer Software Engineering| 0.856

. 11| F Food Biotechnology 0.780

Pursuing

social 15| F Food Biotechnology 0.837
it R

o |16 M Food Biotechnology 0.693

19| F 9 International Tourism 0.503

Management
23| F 3 Public Administration 0.736

Table 4. Eigen value, Variance and Correlations among

Types
Type 1 Typell Typell TypelV
Eigenvalue 5.84 2.92 2.43 2.12
Variance 0.216 0.108 0.090 0.079
Cumulative variance 0.216 0.324 0.414 0.512
Type I 1.000
Typell 0.221 1.000
Correlations
Typelll 0.354 0.241 1.000
TypelV 0.364 0.123 0.354 1.000
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Table 5. Representative Q—samples and Z—scores in Types

Types No Q sample Z
9 Liberal arts classes are classes that can be listened to based on personal interests. 2.44
7 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can experience various academic fields 1.68
13 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can meet various people. 1.57
1 Liberal arts classes are easy to take credits. 1.36
Pursuing 6 Liberal arts class is a class that can develop literary grounding. 1.29
various 17 Liberal arts classes are classes that can improve the level of common sense. 1.21
experiences 24 Liberal arts classes are easy to do homework and exams. —1.25
14 Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop IT utilization skills. —1.31
19 Liberal arts classes are classes that help you to live. —1.40
10 Liberal arts classes are the basis of specialized classes. —1.45
25 Liberal arts classes are customized to the student's perspective. —1.47
13 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can meet various people. 2.10
17 Liberal arts classes are classes that can improve the level of common sense. 1.87
12 Liberal arts classes are classes that allow you to develop your foreign language skills. 1.84
Practical 20 Liberal arts classes are practical classes. 1.38
academic 23 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can gain background knowledge. 1.08
pursuit type 5 Liberal arts class is a class where you can find aptitude. -1.19
9 Liberal arts classes are classes that can be listened to based on personal interests. —1.51
10 Liberal arts classes are the basis of specialized classes. —2.00
3 Liberal arts classes are easy to allocate timetables. —2.08
7 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can experience various academic fields 1.67
6 Liberal arts class is a class that can develop literary grounding. 1.59
29 Liberal arts classes are classes that change the attitude of life. 1.35
30 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can share different ideas. 1.28
28 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can think about yourself. 1.20
21 Liberal arts classes are classes that can extend existing knowledge. 1.20
Accident 5 Liberal arts class is a class where you can find aptitude. 1.00
expansion 23 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can gain background knowledge. —1.06
pursuit. type 2 Liberal arts class is a class for graduation. —1.08
26 In the liberal arts class, communication between teachers and students is smooth. —1.09
12 Liberal arts classes are classes that allow you to develop your foreign language skills. —1.16
24 Liberal arts classes are easy to do homework and exams. -1.29
10 Liberal arts classes are the basis of specialized classes. -1.39
19 Liberal arts classes are classes that help you to live. —-1.67
3 Liberal arts classes are easy to allocate timetables. —1.90
7 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can experience various academic fields 2.22
21 Liberal arts classes are classes that can extend existing knowledge. 2.13
33 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can easily come into contact with new content. 2.07
Pursuing social 32 Liberal arts classes are classes where you can quickly feel the changes in society. 1.02
change 19 Liberal arts classes are classes that help you to live. -1.07
4 Liberal arts classes are classes that are useful for the work that students desire. —1.61
15 Liberal arts classes are classes that can develop writing skills. —1.65
3 Liberal arts classes are easy to allocate timetables. —1.89
A (#32, 2=1.02) =22 et Table 5 T (#15, Z=-165), 8oz} sh= Aol Lol H=

71 73 nlEol S Hol: AEE-e A7HE iAo A'(#4, Z=—1.61), ‘A=t do] = ' (#19,
AL A #3, Z=-1.89), ‘27 €S 7|E U= Z=-1.07) £2= YEYU Table 5
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