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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the factors that influence multicultural adolescents' proficiency in their
mother's native language, or their immigrant mother's native language. A hierarchical regression analysis was
performed on data from the survey answered by 1,028 multicultural adolescents aged 15 years old and whose
mothers were from foreign countries for the 6th Multicultural Adolescents Panel Study(MAPS) conducted
by the National Youth Policy Institute (NYPI) in 2016. The main results are as follows. First, multicultural
adolescents' minority language proficiency was generally low and significant differences were observed
according to their gender, parents' educational level, household income, and mother's native country. More
specifically, a higher proficiency in minority language was found for girls than boys, adolescents with a
higher parental educational level, adolescents with a higher income, and adolescents whose mothers were
from Japan or China, compared with those from the Philippines, Thailand, or Vietnam. Second, a significant
positive correlation was observed between multicultural adolescents' minority language proficiency and 1)
foreign culture acceptance, 2) parent's educational support, and 3) the use of the minority language at home.
Third, foreign culture acceptance, parents' educational support, and the use of the minority language at home
were predictors of multicultural adolescents’ minority language proficiency. The study is meaningful in that
it examined multicultural adolescents' minority language proficiency, elucidating their bilingual development,
whereas previous studies have only focused on their proficiency in Korean, which is the majority language.
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Minority language; bicultural acceptance attitudes; parents' educational support; the use of the minority
language at home
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Table 1. Social Demographic Characteristics and Family Backgrounds of Participants (V=1,028)

Variables Type Frequency Percentage

Gender Male 510 49.6%
Female 518 50.4%

Place of residence Seoul 92 8.9%
Gyeonggi & Incheon area 244 23.7%

Chungcheong & Gangwon area 215 20.9%

Geongsang area 249 24.2%

Jeolla & Jeju area 228 22.2%

Mother's native country China 271 26.4%
Vietnam 31 3.0%

Rep. of the Philippines 278 27.0%

Japan 403 39.20%

Thailand 45 4.4%

Parents'educational level Mother's educational level Under high school 17 11.4%
High school 491 47.8%

Above college 420 40.9%

Father's educational level Under high school 337 32.8%

High school 531 51.7%

Above college 160 15.6%

Monthly income Under 2 million 264 25.7%
2 million-4 million 623 60.6%

Above 400 million 141 13.7%
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Numbers

Variabl
ariaples of Items

Content of Items Reliability

Use Korean only(1),
Use Korean most and minority language a little(2).

The use of the minority
language at home

Use Korean and minority language equally(3), -
Use Korean a little and minority language most(4),

Use minority language only(5)

Minority language listening proficiency

Minority language
proficiency

Minority language speaking proficiency
Minority language reading proficiency

195

Minority language writing proficiency

I enjoy Korean culture (music, movies, food, fashion etc.)

Korean culture
acceptance attitude

Bicultural acceptance
attitude

| feel proud of living in Korea.
1-4  lwantto live in Korea in the future. 79
| want to study and work in Korea.

I think it is important to study Korean culture.

I enjoy the culture of my parents' native country (music, movies, food, fashion etc.)

Foreign culture
acceptance attitude

| feel proud that my parents are from a foreign country.
1-4  l'want to live in my parents' native country. 79
| want to study and work in my parents' native country.

| think it is important to study my parents' native culture.

My parents encourage me to study hard.
My parents help me when | face difficulties at school.

Parental educational
support

My parents encourage me to go to high school or university.
My parents pay attention to me.

90

My parents support me a lot, so that | can perform well at school.
My parents provide everything | need such as products and places.
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Table 3. Descriptive Statistics of Main Variables (V=1,028)
Variables M S.D Min. Max. Skewness Kurtosis
Korean culture acceptance attitude 3.25 47 1.00 4.00 -34 57
Foreign culture acceptance attitude 2.60 57 1.00 4.00 -07 .07
Parents' educational support 3.20 49 1.00 4.00 -.04 45
The use of the minority language at home 1.37 .64 1.00 5.00 1.79 3.18
Minority language proficiency 2.08 .90 1.00 4.00 47 .08
AR Rl oH, thEsh o] o] Al AR 27](M=2.11), Es1(M=2.08), ¢171(M=1.83), 7]
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Table 4. Minority Language Proficiency of Multicultural Adolescents (V=1,028)
Variables Very poor Poor Good Excellent Range M
Minority language proficiency  Listening 319 (31.03%) 368 (35.80%) 246 (23.93%) 95 (9.249%) 1-4 2.11
Speaking 301 (29.28%) 421 (40.95%) 227 (22.08%) 79 (7.68%) 1-4 2.08
Reading 442 (43.000%) 383 (37.26%) 142 (13.819%) 61 (5.930%) 1-4 1.83
Writing 486 (47.28%) 372 (36.19%) 114 (11.09%) 56 (5.45%) 1-4 1.75
Total 301 (29.28%) 421 (40.95%) 227 (22.08%) 79 (7.68%) 1-4 2.08

548 | Vol.59, No.4, November 2021: 543-556

www.fer.or.kr



CHESH FaH9 &

A0l FAE: 0|5Es #EEE, F2o| WX X|H, BE-KHA Zh &

4010} ARl 3t

3. 0|5 E&t +8H =, f22| WM X|H, 2 1t ZH AN
O AEE2} 24210 FALS
olTweF FEHIE, Fio] wFA A, A 7

Ao} ARG, Aedelo] A The) RIS Alulk AT

Table 63} 2t} AAAH SR =13}t 8 EeE ALt vE
a7t pflo] Akt A AdRto] Sl Zlo® HERT,

Hop FAH O R, Qlmteh 48| ekr=.25, p<.001), FRO]

W52 A9(r=.17, p<.001), FE-A 7F £4¢10] A}sl_tr

(r=.35, p<.001) TF T8} A 0] 4dmolo] JLAZT

oJgh A Ak} 9k, T e} e g

Qlo] LAMRZETE Ato] fofshA] Qketalr=.04), Z7HH O &

S
= 7t0| AlpiEt

fer

LS} Q=) 9 ES} S8 ElE Thois S-olat A& Al
UAZE AdeHr=.13, p<.001). ﬁob'}tﬂ QD) Q|
Hol w9 A Yuf Hut 2 7} Adolo] AMGE 4o] =S

rctel Aol

5% chial Yoo &

Family and Environment Research
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A AR AU AL

S X|g, B

=0l 0|xl=

opxjufo 2 tHEsl PA4de] agpelo] ARl YRk 1]
A= 8R1ES doply] el A4 2T As AAEiold @
7P el Sk o Ay sl VIFAE thaeh A

Table 5. Minority Language Proficiency by Social Demographic Characteristics and Family Backgrounds of Multicultural Adolescents (V=1,028)

Minority language proficiency

Variables Parts
M (SD) F/t - value
Gender Male 2,02 (93) -205
Female 2.14 (.88)
Mother's native country China 2.11(1.03)°
Vietnam 1.87 (92)° 16.77"
Philippines 1.78 (.77)°
Japan 231 (84)°
Thailand 1.84 (.77)
:ZLecr;ttSi;)nal evel Mother's educational level Under high school 2.00 (1.03)° 497"
High school 2.01 (.90)°
Above college 219 (86)°
Father's educational level Under high school 1.93 (90)° 11.83"
High school 2.09 (.89)°
Above college 235 (89)°
Monthly income Under 2 million 1.97 (.88)° 455
2 million-4 million 2.10 (90)*
Above 400 million 2.25(96)°
<05, p<.01, p<.001
Table 6. Correlations of Main Variables (V=1,028)
1 2 3 4 5
1. Korean culture acceptance attitude 1
2. Foreign culture acceptance attitude 13" 1
3. Parents' educational support 38" 23" 1
4. The use of the minority language at home -01 32" 06 1
5. Minority language proficiency 04 25" a7 35" 1
“p<.001
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Table 7. Hierarchical Regression Analysis of Multicultural Adolescents' Minority Language Proficiency

. Model 1 Model 2
Variables
B (SE) B B(sH) B

Gender 12 (.06) o7 07 (.08) 04
Mother's educational level .01 (.01) 03 .03 (.04) 02
Father's educational level 05 (01) 14" 04.(01) 09°
Monthly income .11 (.06) 05 .08 (.06) 04
Korean culture acceptance attitude -.05 (.06) -03
Foreign culture acceptance attitude .18 (.05) ne
Parents' educational support 25 (.06) 13"
The use of the minority language at home 41 (.04) 29"
F 834" 25137
Rad]” (%) 2.82 16.02
AR (%) 13.20
<05, p<.01, " p<.001

Table 8. The Economic Capacity of the Mother's Country of Origin (IMF, 2020) and the Number of Mother's Native Language Speakers (Ethonologue, 2020)

Type China Vietnam Philippines Japan Thailand
The.eco'n(.Jmic capacity(GDP) of the mother's country of origin 24,162,435 1047318 933,913 5.236,138 1,261,485
(unit/millions of current Int$)
(T:sitn:ur:;ltl)ieorn())f speakers of the mother's native language 112,000 77 45 126 o1
1.00~1,23% 104} 2o} EEA4 BAZ} 9192 Blsky]l  qlo] AL ofal] ol Zslairt,
on] DWAKE 1,755 0]l 71719 2k} 7 A7) Adako] gl= A FAH o, Hadel ostns} sgewel Bl mgy
o2 Ueh} Sl7/4S S50 B4 AUk Table 7o) & A9, HE-Ah gk Agelo] A TS Jade] el
ofslo] ik, o] FARFol fOIFt WL A A0 trehgeh(= 11, p
vA] B 1A AR A, R s, AFASS E <.001; B=.13, p<.001; p=.29, p<.001). Nkl Frael g
Qe Axp, 25elo] AR ek e Hele] e lmi fojakA e whR Uekdthp=—03). =, ojnue]
2.82965131, /'H(3=.07, p<.05)} opu{x] S2i(p=.14, p<.001)  FAITL Edfol et et 71, Rwrk Aol w7
B 4gele] AR fofet JaFS nlAl Ao tehg A wo) 81, 7Y ellH 25elols ol AR B
o C1efu me] Auelomie] o  glfo] W 12 U Apele] TARso] kgith ARMOR ojSEe} SgEw,
3} avio] adelo] PAES AWello] HalelAl ek uf o) B8 XY, FRAY] 7k Alo] AR} hst A
ehH 2ol PARES B0 R Aab] Qe thE o) apele] TARRE vIXL iAo e S o
BGo| F7b4 02 Aasi, % giet.
o 0y 204 o|FEst 1= olatat g
o} Parie) R AL, Y] e A9 -
A 1k Apolo] AR S u), FA) Halte] Aele Lo| ol A=
16.02%=2 Wefut 13.2%9] 71 Aiels 7L, F A4S i
EﬂﬂiioﬂﬂﬁEELEWﬂ‘Eﬁ%ﬂﬂ£$ﬁ%%¢ R e S N SIS S Il L L P e e
< st RS ARt e Wes TR Fad e FAl0laL opA7E kIRl 164 TR AadE Hie R &
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= BlE&o] 7MY ke ARgIE %lt'c*’"élfﬁq(Hwang & Kang,
2016). E3F Tl A 2R o) a1, o]
Alo] =71, Welr| sEol gk A1) <l 101] 10H ”“%L Ay
TeHe dAsHtkJung, 2010). ol thedlr g A Eol

Lol ax=Qlofm JofA] oakag A W], 715
FotAE, o] TES EEAE 718)= ui- ARt o)) wi
O r Holt), AEAor thidl 4 e] ap¢lo] 58 FollA
= dsh], 271, 471, 2719 470 Qlofrlsol st HEst
A ko] Stelsisiet. 019 HEshbY JAREe o g
Fof ofU 9] KxolE S5 4= 2l

|

gom st Pado) Al st
3, 2pelo] FAGES Ha
WL W Alpaso] we ofat 2jol} Uiy, olelat
3= ofmue] 241 Svjel shel, Wwe] AAea} Ao o]
51 2 U AR 58 B 79} Sl
(Yoon & Kim, 2004), $-41 AdWHo] ugfali=, ofshAle] 4
o) Ak0] SRl blal 7] e, ol ofol 7 o
ofell Al Bl $<=3t o] A5 Alg-5kaL(Cherry & Lewis, 1976;
Pruden & Levine, 2017), ofol7} o|Rl7PgolA] S8 FoIa} o
kS gt i=(Hondagneu, 2003; Lopez, 2003; Orellana et
al,, 2003) 7|&AG= AgE 5 Qlek 3 7S] =2
AU O] Adoo] JLAlRZ0] FtAaE] YRS A A of ulE]] AY
A 0m =7 LERgt:, ol 7Y o] AekgEol] i Aol ¢
of s Eloll FF= vIE 7 USE AARIT,

el o] el mebHE Ageelo] AR §
ofgt 2jol7} oz Aoz veptey, $-41 ofufue] steldol &
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AAZIH(Oh, 2013), ojmL] 9] stelqzo] 201, X 9] Fh=
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= 4= Qi (Hwang & Jeong, 2008; Jung & Yoon, 2014).
ERt oY FAlatof whah AAd o] Ageio] HAkgEe] 2}
o7} AN —_rLXﬂX—*.—E Z=, Y 24l oy E & Ao

d, o} 241 ofu S & A4
Q0] nglo] AYo] §eolobl SSich, ofefeh 2k ol
U FAI5t0] A, AFE1A ok AwE 4 glk vkHow
2lofo] gl alig wrkel ZAA ok, ApalA Ag), mo] 3)
Ae] ol HlesHs 0.2 %eA SIckGiles & Billings, 2004)
% ofmu] Z4kko] AL, A, AXIA oaFeo] AL Aolr)
o] AR, A7} 1ol S 453t BHEE SobAITHBlom et al,,
2012). Bhel AurEabte] Batet oloji gHkAalo) A A%
ks ) o], Ealek stol} Al Az A
THKim, 2010). AR 20209 7| S Yo] GDP7L HIE
o, =ejql, el uls) B4 AIME, 2020), F0le) elto]
2 ARg3H= ate] 471t Uetel b3 o WekEthnologue,
2020)(Table 8 3, o= FHH0] thEal/| 25| Ag:olo]
o] whe Apa), A 9] thio] o] Felo] AMgAtE s of
aﬂu}: AT 51K Hwang & Kang, 2016), S22
B, o}l ofufu] ZAlatol ujel chish Aol Ageolo] T4}
oo Ko7} gl ol mto] ahaje] 45, mte] ARIAA
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2018). 53] A 9] 4= 5 2R O] BGET| k=
Rl by o] S5} el o 72 o} el o
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