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[Abstract]

A Study on the Motivation behind Government-funded Normal
Students’ Admission in China

Li Xiaohui (Jiangsu University)
Li Zhangpei (Qingdao University)

To narrow the educational gap and balance the development of education, the Chinese
Ministry of Education and various regional education offices are actively promoting
government-funded normal education policies. In this study, the background, purpose, and main
contents of government-funded normal education policy were identified through a literature
review. Furthermore we tried to make an in-depth understanding of the motivation behind
government-funded normal students’ admission. The results of the analysis were classified as
“unexpected motivation® at the individual level, “interim motivation“ at the home and school
level, and “mirror motivation“ at the national policy and social level. “Parents and teachers’
opinions” topped the list, followed by securing teaching positions, double-sided dailies (excluding
tuition and dormitory fees, paying living allowances), teacher dominance and social status. Parents
and teachers had a strong involvement in the admission of government-funded students.
Economic factors are relatively more influential than the ideal job as a teacher, and it seems
contrary to the original intention of the policy. In response, efforts should be made such as
regarding the guidance of state-funded education policies and vocational identity education.

Keywords: China, Teacher Education, Government-funded Normal Education,  Motivation of
Admission
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