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A Comparative Analysis of Accreditation System for Health Information
Management Education and Curriculum in the Republic of Korea and the
United States of America

Siwoo Kim'?, Jiwon Park', Sieun Lee?, Hansol Lee?, Yuri Lee

'Asian Institute for Bioethics and Health Law, Yonsei University; “Department of Health and Medical Information, Myongji College, Seoul, Korea

Background: With the development of the information technology industry and the increasing importance of health information,
there is a need to analyze the current certification system for health information management education. This study compared and
analyzed the health information management education accreditation system between the Republic of Korea and the United States.
Methods: Descriptive analysis and quantitative methodologies were used to compare the education accreditation system and
understand the current status of health information management curriculum run by universities in the Republic of Korea and the
United States.

Results: Regardless of the academic year, the Republic of Korea had one certification system based on subject-based criteria.
However, the United States had a certification system for associate, baccalaureate, and master's degree programs with
competency-based criteria. The accreditation system was different in terms of the way the curriculum is certified and the options
for the different levels of university degree programs.

Conclusion: Accordingly, it is necessary to consider improving the quality of health information management personnel at different
levels by improving the current accreditation system and differentiating the curriculum according to the degree program levels in the
Republic of Korea.

Keywords: Health information management; Curriculum analysis; Curriculum accreditation
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Table 4. Comparing the general characteristics of HIM curriculum in the Republic of Korea and the United States

Universities operating HIM curriculum

Accredited HIM curriculum in the  Accredited HIM curriculum in the United

bz in the Republic of Korea (N=56) Republic of Korea (N=19) States (N=359)
Region
Metropolitan city 12 (214) 5 (26.3)
Seoul and Gyeonggi-do province 8 (14.3) 5 (26.3)
Gyeongsang-do province 9 (16.1) 2 (10.5)
Chungcheong-do province 15 (26.8) 5 (26.3)
Gangwon-do province 4 (7.1) 1 (5.3)
Jeolla-do province 7 (12.5) 1(5.3)
Jeju-do province 1(1.8) 0
Name of the department
Health administration 43 (76.8) 14 (737)
Medical health information 4 (7.1) 0
Medical information 4(1.1) 2 (10.5)
Hospital medical information 2 (36) 0
Health administration management 2 (36) 3 (15.8)
Health administration & healthcare 1(18) 0
School year
Graduate school 10 (17.9) 30 (8.3)
4-year college 16 (28.6) 8 (422) 76 (21.2)
3-year college 18 (32.1) 7 (36.8) 253 (70.5)
2-year college 12 (21.4) 4 (210)
Status of instructors
Professor 68 1,036
Part-time instructor 50 1,534
Etc. (lecture) 21
Status of students (average)
Entrance students 56 80
Students 134
Graduate students 23
Teaching and learning methods (%)
Face-to-face education 100 16
Face-to-face (online) education 48
Combined education 25
Etc. 1
Type of educational institution (%)
Public 83
Private 100 12

Values are presented as number (%) or number, unless otherwise stated.
HIM, health information management.
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