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Factors Affecting Community Resilience in the Process of
Environmental Pollution Purification: Focusing on the Restoration
of Soil Pollution around the Janghang Smelter*®

Jin-Wook Lee**
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Abstract: The objective of this study was to evaluate the community’s capacity and hindrance factors affecting
the community’s activities by exploring the process of restoring the community’s environmental pollution. This
study examined the community activities related to the restoration of pollution that occurred at the former Jang-
hang smelter in Seocheon-gun. The results of this study showed that leaders, cooperative resources, and the media
were elements positively influencing the recovery of the community. The starting point that became the driving
force for community activities was the presence of a leader who had a small stake in it. Moreover, it required co-

operation such as the continuous interest of local active groups and residents to continue this effort. Above all, the
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media publicized the incident and amplified the activities of members. Meanwhile, there were various conflicts

hindering the activities of local communities in the process of restoring the pollution such as the internal conflicts

of community groups, conflicts between residents and active groups, and conflicts with the government. The

behaviors that appeared in the process of restoring the pollution revealed a form of united governance. Moreover,

they changed from an initial “supportive” character to “resistant” and “defensive” activities. Later, it was trans-

formed into “subjective” and “creative” activities.

Key Words: Community Resilience, Governance, Role of a Leader, Collaborative Resources, A Sense of
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