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Abstract

It is generally believed that Douglas Fir timber imported from North America is used in repair work for
Korean wooden heritage sites due to an insufficient supply of extra-large sized Korean pine timber. Based on this
understanding in the cultural heritage repair field, Cultural Heritage Repair Business Entities (“CHRBE”) prefer
North American Douglas Fir timber which is more easily acquired on the market than large Korean pine timber.
However, if CHRBE use large quantities of foreign-origin wood in the heritage repair field, this presents the threat
of negative domestic impacts on cultural heritage such as breaching the preservation principal and ultimately
weakening material authenticity. Therefore, this study aims to investigate the current supply status of large Korean
pine timber through examination of existing research, interviews with experts engaged in CHRBE, and timber mills.
With this information, the authors seek to identify whether the market supply of large Korean pine timber is indeed
insufficient or not. In addition to this, this paper identifies the reasons why large Korean pine timber is not widely
used if such timber supply is actually sufficient. In order to propose suggestions regarding the issues above, the
authors study the distribution channel for large Korean pine timber and the price spectrum of this timber through
examination of price information from the public agencies under the Korea Forest Service, research papers from
the Cultural Heritage Administration, and estimation documents from timber mills. This paper also identifies two
main opinions about why Korean timber has not been commonly used in the Korean heritage repair field. The first
opinion is that the supply of large Korean pine timber really is insufficient in Korea. However, the second opinion is
that it is hardly used due to inappropriateness of the government’s procurement and estimation system, despite the
fact that the supply of the timbers on the market is actually sufficient.

Through the aforementioned research, this paper comes to the conclusion that the second opinion has strong
grounds in many aspects. In terms of suggestions, alternative routes are proposed to stimulate the use of large
Korean pine timber via supply by the ‘Korea Foundation for Traditional Architecture and Technology’ and surveys

of the price spectrum of the timber, etc.
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