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Trends of the researches related to ethical topic in Korean nursing students
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Purpose: The purpose of this study is to explore the trends of research related to ethical topics in Korean nursing students.
Methods: A total of 131 articles that were published from 2000 to 2020 were analyzed and summarized according to publishing
type, research design, subject, data analysis method, main research topic, research variables and instrument. Results: Most
studies were journal articles (93.9%) and their most frequent research design was survey (75.7%). The research subjects covered
all grades (35.1%) or they were divided between clinical nursing practicum (29.8%) or not (21.4%). The main research topics
were biomedical ethics, ethical values, moral judgment and ethics education. Recently, ethical decision making and practical
ability in nursing practice were reported. The instruments for measuring variables were limited and the same tools were used
several times. Conclusion: Based on the findings of this study, it is suggested that the selection of various research topics and
the application of research methods related to ethics for nursing students will continue in response to rapidly changing social
phenomena in the future. In particular, it is necessary that research related to ethical and practical ability as well as ethical
attitudes and perceptions of nursing students be actively carried out.
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Records identified through from
5 database (n=534)

Records screened (n=142)

Duplicates removed (n=267)
Excluded when none nursing students of
title (n=125)

Full text articles assessed for
eligibility (n=128)

Removed before 2000 (n=9)
Removed when unable to use full text (n=1)
Excluded of conference materials (n=4)

Researches included finally
(n=131)

Add manual search (h=3)

Figure 1. Process of searching and selecting literature.
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Figure 2. The annual publication status of the included studies.
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Table 1. Frequency of Publication Type, Study Design, Ethical Consideration, Research Subject, Data Analysis, and Research

Topic by Years (N=131)
2000 2006 2011 2016 Total
Categories ~2005 ~2010 ~2015 ~2020.7
Frequency (n) n (%)
Type of Published journal 11 12 32 68 123 (93.9)
Publication Unpublished master thesis 2 0 1 5 8 (6.1)
Research Design ~ Non-experimental Descriptive investigation study 6 4 13 46 69 (52.7)
study Descriptive comparative study 3 3 3 3 12 9.2)
Descriptive correlation study 0 1 6 8 15 (11.5)
Longitudinal investigation study 2 1 0 0 3 (23)
Experimental study  Primitive experimental design 0 1 1 4 6 (4.6)
Quasi-experimental design 0 2 6 6 14 (10.7)
RCT (randomized controlled trial) 0 0 1 0 1 (0.8)
Qualitative study Focus group interview 0 0 0 1 1 (0.8)
Individual in-depth interview 0 0 0 1 1 (0.8)
Report 2 0 0 0 2 (1.5)
Others Literature study 0 0 0 2 2 (1.5)
Q Methodology 0 0 1 1 2 (1.5)
Concept analysis 0 0 0 1 1 (0.8)
Development of tool 0 0 1 0 1 (0.8)
Hybrid study 0 0 1 0 1 (0.8)
IRB No 13 12 21 43 89 (67.9)
Yes 0 0 12 30 42 (32.1)
Grade of Ist or 2nd 2 1 8 17 28 (214)
Research 3rd or 4th 2 6 8 23 39 (29.8)
Subjects All 5 4 12 25 46 (35.1)
Ist ~ 3rd / 2nd ~ 4th 2 1 4 5 12 9.2)
None present 0 0 1 0 1 (0.8)
N/A 2 0 0 3 5 (3.8)
Analysis Descriptive analysis 1 0 0 1 2 (1.5)
Method Descriptive analysis, t-test & ANOVA 7 8 16 17 48 (36.6)
Descriptive analysis, t-test & ANOVA & Pearson’s correlation 5 3 7 13 25 (19.1)
coefficient
Descriptive analysi§, t-test & ANOVA & Pearson’s correlation 1 1 3 36 46 (35.1)
coefficient, regression analysis
Content analysis /Q method /Development of tool/Literature 2 0 2 6 10 (7.6)
Topic related to  Related to ethics, Consciousness of biomedical ethics 0 2 13 26 41 (31.3)
major attitude Ethical values 6 2 4 6 18 (13.7)
Ethics-Moral sensitivity 0 1 1 5 7 (5.3)
Awareness code of ethics for nurses 0 0 1 1 2 (1.5)
Attitude on Human tissue donation 0 0 1 1 2 (1.5)
a particular  Death 0 0 1 0 1 (0.8)
issue Withdrawal life-sustaining treatment 0 0 0 7 7 (53)
DNR 0 0 0 2 2 (1.5)
Patient safety 0 0 0 2 2 (L5)
Euthanasia 0 0 0 1 1 (0.8)
Related to ethical Moral distress 2 0 0 2 4 (3.1
problem solving Moral judgment 4 4 2 0 10 (7.6)
Ethical decision- making, Practice 1 0 0 8 9 (6.9)
Education of ethics Effect of ethics education 0 3 8 11 22 (16.8)
Topic related to ~ Consciousness of Economy 1 0 0 0 1 (0.8)
non-major ethics Internet 0 0 1 0 1 (0.8)
Learning 0 0 0 1 1 (0.8)

ANOVA=analysis of variance; DNR=do not resuscitation; IRB=institutional review Board; N/A=not applicable; RCT=randomized controlled trial
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Figure 3. Word cloud of research variables.
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Number of

Main research variable

research used

Main measurement tool

Consciousness of biomedical ethics 56
(Nursing) Ethical values 38
(Ethics) Moral sensitivity 19
Moral judgment 18
Critical thinking disposition 14
Nursing professionalism 13
Attitude toward withdrawal life-sustaining treatment. 7
Awareness code of ethics for nurses 4
Empathy 4
Self-esteem 4
Attitude toward death

Confidence of ethical decision-making 3
Satisfaction of major 3

Lee (1990) modified by Kwon (2003)

Lee (1990)

Lee (1990) modified by Choi (2001)

Lee (1990) modified by Kwon (2002)

Liitzén et al (1994) translated & modified by Han et al (2010)
Liitzén et al (1994) translated & modified by Yoo & Son (2011)
Rest (1979) translated & modified by Moon (1986, 1994, 2004)

Yoon (2004)
Park (1999)

Yeun et al (2005)
Yeun et al (2005) modified by Han et al (2008)

Partk (2000) modified by Byun et al (2003)
Korean Nurses' Code of Ethics(4th) (2013)
Davis (1980) translated by Kang et al (2009)

Rosenberg (1965) translated by Jon (1974)

Rosenberg (1965) translated by Lee (1993)

Schwartz et al (2003) translated by Jeong (2010)

Sulmasy et al (1990) modified by Laabs (2012) & translated by
Kim (2016)

Ha (2000) modified by Lee (2004)
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