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Abstract The visual representation of plants applied to traditional Korean ceramics is based on the
consciousness and sentiment of the Korean people, and one can see the auspicious aspirations and
exorcisms that people pursued at that time. These symbolic expressions have been extended in new and
colorful meanings through the shapes and decorations of ceramics and their fusion.

In this study, the phenomena of convergence expression seen in traditional Korean ceramics are divided
into type and type, type and decoration, and their special meaning is analyzed. For this purpose, the
shapes and decorations of plants used in traditional Korean pottery are considered based on the
literature information. Chapter 2 gives a general analysis of plants that have meanings in their shapes
and decorations and introduces their meanings. In Chapter 3, based on the characteristics and meanings
of plants, it is divided into shapes and shapes, shapes and decorations, and the convergence of

decorations and decorations, and presents newly manifested meanings through their fusions.
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Table 1. Classification of plant symbolism in Korean
traditional ceramics

Orchids, known as one of sagunja(Four Gracious Plants)
along with plum porridge, represent the virtues of
sagunja(Four Gracious Plants)

Symbol of fidelity, represent loyalty, and is frequently
seen in blue and white porcelain.

Arabesque

Stretching through the winter and making vines.
This represents a strong vitality and means longevity.

| Plantain have the vitality to withstand winter and fire.
Symbol of longevity and revival

Bamboo is hollow but flexible and has strong
characteristics.

!l Maintaining the same appearance throughout the four
seasons symbolizes the dignity and fidelity of
Gentlemen.

Willow tree

This symbolizes the mercy of Bodhisattva along with
cleanliness and docility.

The Chinese character "yu" is a combination of "mok"
and "myo". "Myo" means the spring sun in the east and
this is known to drive away evil spirits.

Symbol of fidelity and integrity

Staying blue in winter.

The life of the pine tree for a thousand years, and the
pumpkin with the coagulation of sap, are symbols of
longevity.

Peony is called the king of flowers and its splendor
represents wealth and honor.

It symbolizes femininity and also represents a peaceful
family

Lotus flowers grow in muddy water but have beautiful
flowers.

The nature of the lotus symbolizes Buddhism.

Lotus flowers bear flowers and fruits at the same time,
which has a symbolism that allows people to have
offspring in succession.

Chrysanthemum

Chrysanthemum is one of the sagunja(Four Gracious
Plants) and does not lose its innocent appearance even
in the late frost. It symbolizes auspiciousness, longevity,
and fidelity.

Plum blossom

The plum blossoms of spring are a symbol of purity and
loyalty, showing the fragrance and beauty.

It symbolizes longevity because it has the vitality to
survive the winter.

The Chinese pronunciation of plum blossoms is the
same as that of "nui," which also symbolizes the health
of unmarried women

Calabash

People believed that it was spiritual to defeat demons
and eliminate diseases and poisons, leading to longevity
and wealth.

Resembling male genitals to symbolize children.

Korean melon

s As vine hands stretch out, there are many fruits and
seeds, so it often symbolizes the prosperity of
offspring.

Peach
/ :;_; The most representative symbol of peach is longevity.
In most Korean ceramics, peaches are made with Water
< Droppers

Symbol of endless offspring, such as the constant
spread of grape vines

Pomegranate

. The sour taste of pomegranates is palatable to
pregnant women and there are many seeds in the red
pockets. Symbol of the birth of a son and the prosperity
of offspring

horned orange

Fruit belonging to the citrus family and its shape
resembles the finger of a Buddha.

This is considered a symbol of blessing because the
pronunciation is similar to that of Chinese characters[1].
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Table 2. Auspicious signs of plants expressed in
Korean traditional ceramics

plantain

pine tree

plum blossom

peach chrysanthemum

good health and
longevity

bamboo
peony

Become rich and
famous.

orchid arabesque
lotus
chrysanthemum
calabash

Korean melon
grape pomegranate

have many children

a peacefu family peony
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Table 3. Signs of drive away evil spirits in plants

calabash

Horo means a gourd bottle and is also called Pyotan. In folklore,
people believed that ghosts would run away when they saw a
gourd. So, in the beginning of the year, they hung a gourd bottle
on the waist of the children with a red thread.

In Taoism, a god always carries a gourd containing sacred
medicine to cure a person's illness. Therefore, this gourd has a
meaning to defeat the devil and detoxify the poison.

willow tree

The Chinese word "yu" is a combination of "mok" and "myo".

"Myo" means the spring sun in the east.
Willow trees are known early on to repel evil spirits.
It is said that breaking May's willow tree and hanging it on the

door can defeat evil spirits.

peach

Peaches have the meaning of driving away ghosts since ancient
times. Peach trees are often used as a shamanic tool and are
often made as amulets.

During the Joseon Dynasty, there was a folk custom of making
brooms out of peach trees and sending out evil spirits and
welcoming the New Year.

Even now, people do not take peaches to ancestral rites because
they are worried that their ancestors would not come if they had
peaches.

bamboo

Bamboo is used in exorcism because it has the effect of driving
out ghosts.

According to Seonghyeon's "Yonghyeonchonghwa," people made
brooms on New Year's Eve by gathering bamboo leaves,
branches of Kalopanax, stalks of Leonurus japonicus and bamboo
branches stretching eastward. They swept the doors with the
broom while playing the jing and kkwaenggwari. This custom was

described as a practice of exorcising evil spirits.

orchid

In "Shennong Ben Cao Jing" it is recorded that growing orchids
prevents bad things from happening in the family. Also if you
drink them for a long time, it detoxifies body and makes body
feel lighter, also slows down aging.

Hanging an orchid painting inside the house and wishing to
exorcise ghosts.

pine tree

Pine trees are the spirit of korean people, and ancestors
regarded pine trees as sacred trees that protect them.

Before the fifteenth of lunar January, there are national customs
such as placing pine branches in front of doors, roofs, eaves, or
sprinkling pine needles inside doors to prevent evil spirits[5].
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Table 4. Circular flower pattern in Goryeo celadon

Circular Circular . .

Circular lotus | Circular
arabesque chrysanthem attern cony pattern
pattern umr pattern P peony p
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Table 6. Classification of Korean melon shape in
Korean traditional ceramics

flowers and Korean melon Korean melon
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Table 7. Convergence of Korean melon—shaped and
decoration

korean melon—shape (wish child's prosperity)

iron glaze Celadon blue and white

lotus—pattern Korean | fruit—Shaped Teapot Porcelain

grape—patten
fruit—shaped teapot

melon—shaped
bottle

peony —pattern
(have a happy
family)

lotus—pattern
(symbolizes
Buddhism)

grape—pattern
(have many children)

hope to have a
happy family with a
child.

desire for a child
through Buddhist
prayers.

want to have a child,
especially a son.
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Table 8. Convergence of Gourd—shaped and decoration

Gourd—Shaped (wish child's prosperity)

Celadon
Celadon grape—pattern|Celadon peony—pattern |chrysanthemum—patter
Gourd—Shaped Teapot | Gourd—Shaped Teapot n Gourd—Shaped
Teapot

chrysanthemum
—pattern
(longevity and fidelity)

grape—pattern peony —pattern
(have many children) |(have a happy family )

want to have a child,
especially a son. a safe
childbirth.

wish the children's
wellness

hope to have a happy
family with a child.
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Fig. 3. (L)Blue And White Porcelain Octagonal Angle
Four Gracious Plants Water Droppers.
(R)Blue And White Porcelain Pine Bamboo
Chinese Plum—Patterned Angle Bottle.
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