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Abstract This study was conducted to identify the convergence relation of critical thinking disposition,
problem-solving ability and college life adaptation and to find out the factors that influence college
life adaptation. The survey was collected on 172 2nd and 3rd grade students majoring in dental
laboratory technology from three-year colleges in Chungbuk and Jeonbuk. The analysis results showed
that the critical thinking disposition was 3.50, problem-solving ability of the study subjects was 3.55
and college life adaptation was 3.27. The most influential factor in college life adaptation was critical
thinking disposition followed by major satisfaction and college satisfaction in that order. In order to
improve the level of college life adaptation of dental laboratory technology students, it is necessary to
reform the educational environment and develop a variety of educational program to increase critical

thinking, major satisfaction and college satisfaction.
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Table 1. Degree of problem-solving ability, critical
thinking disposition and college life adaptation

Characteristic Mean£SD Min Max
Life satisfaction 3.78+0.85 1 5
Major satisfaction 3.70+0.74 1 5
College satisfaction 3.49+0.77 1 5
Critical thinking disposition 3.50£0.40 2.50 4.88
Problem-solving ability 3.6610.46 1.80 5.00
College life adaptation 3.27+0.55 1.65 5.00
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Table 2. Problem-solving ability, critical thinking disposition and college life adaptation according to the general

characteristics
Characteristic Categories (";i) criteal thnkng dispositon Pmb‘zglifyo‘vmg 2(?i‘€|ii)%§ti!;e
Mean+SD P Mean+SD P Mean+SD P
Gonder Male 94(54.7) 357038 0.005' 3.60£0.43 0.075 3.33:0.60 0.144
Female 78(45.3) 3.40+0.40 348050 3214048
Grade 2nd 74(43.0) 3.54+0.39 0.155 3.60£0.49 0.175 3.24+0.58 0.486
3rd 98(57.0) 3.46+0.40 3.5040.44 3.30:0.53
Relgion Yes 46(26.7) 3.52+0.38 0.684 3.6440.42 0.122 3.3140.45 0.631
None 126(73.3) 3.49£0.41 3.51£0.48 3.2640.58
Residence type Live with parents 80(46.5) 3.48+0.39 0.721 354043 0.772 3.26+0.63 0.729
Live alone 92(53.5) 3.51£0.41 3.56+0.49 3.29+0.57
e Satisfaction 111(64.5) 3.56+0.38 0.007" 3.6040.46 0.057 3.37+0.56 0.002"
satisfaction _Normal/ 61355 | 3.38:0.40 3.46£0.46 3.09£0.49
Dissatisfaction
Satisfaction 101(58.7) 3.6240.39 0.000" 3.69:0.43 0.000" 3.46£0.53 0.000"
Mejor satisfaction Diss“;g:(‘:/ﬂon 71413 | 332035 3.3420.44 3.010.48
College Satisfaction 82(47.7) 3.63:0.41 0.000" 3.70£0.44 0.000" 3.50£0.52 0.000"
satisfaction Normal/. 90(23) | 3.38:0.35 3.41£0.45 3.06£0.49
Dissatisfaction

T (001 ™ p¢0.001
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Table 3. Correlations of the variables
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Table 4. Variables influencing the college life adaptation

B SE B t P

0.559
0.127 | 0.058

College satisfaction 0.110 | 0.054
Adjusted R?=0.319 F=27.735 P=0.000

*
Meaningless value statistically is not shown on the table(p)0.05).
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