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COVID-19 and IRB Review

Hee-Young Shin

Department of Biomedical Science, Chonnam National University Medical School, Jeonnam, Korea

In December 2019, coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) was discovered in Wuhan, China. The disease was so severe that as
early as 30 January 2020 COVID-19 was declared by WHO as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. There have
been a lot of concerns about conducting COVID-19 clinical researches scientifically and ethically in pandemic. This article is
directed at addressing these issues from the perspective of IRB. First of all, the urgency of COVID-19 research requires prompt
IRB process through efficient ethics review and oversight system. IRB should determine whether the risks that will be presented
to human subjects are justified after assessing possible harm and anticipated benefits. The safety of subjects should not be
compromised. Furthermore, informed consent should be voluntarily obtained by sufficient information in consideration of special
circumstances during a pandemic.
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