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Strengthening the Instruction-Assessment Alignment: Development of
Items for Essay-Type Assessment Based on the Achievement Standards
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop items of an essay response assessment that could align with the instructions and
assessments in the high school home economics curriculum. The contents of the study were as follows.

First, to establish an assessment plan, 14 achievement standards were analyzed in the assessment area, and the elements of
the questions were developed including the content elements of a total of 29 questions. Second, to develop the assessment tools,
preliminary questions suited to the structure of essay questions were developed, and the method of presenting data and scoring
criteria to be utilized in the questions was selected. Third, to prepare the answers and the scoring criteria tables, the answers
to the sample questions for each score were prepared in form of a scoring criteria table, and the objectives of the assessment,
the scoring items, and the scores for each item were reviewed. Fourth, the developed questions and answers were revised and
supplemented by teachers of the professional learning community through preliminary and mutual review on the components
of the questions, the embodiment of the assessment objectives, the implementation of the assessment intent, and the grading.

This study can be used as a foundational study for the development of essay-type questions and scoring criteria in essay
assessment in the field of education. Furthermore, the results of this study could help teachers enhance their learners' ability

to apply knowledge in the future.
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Table 1. A comparison of holistic and analytic scales in terms of six qualities of test usefulness.

Quality Holistic Scales

Analytic Scales

Reliability

Lower than analytic, but still acceptable

Higher than holistic

Construct Validity Assume that all relevant aspects of writing ability develop at More appropriate for writers as different aspects of writing
the same rate and canthus be captured in a single score; correlate ability develop at different rates
with superficial aspects such as length and handwriting

Practicality Relatively fast and easy

Time-consuming; expensive

Impact Single score may mask an uneven writing profile and may lead More scales provide useful diagnostic information for

to misleading placements

Authenticity
process than reading analytically

Interactiveness n/a

placement and/or instruction; more useful for rater training

White(1995) argues that reading holistically is a more natural Raters may read holistically and adjust analytic scores to

match holistic impressions

n/a

Source: Weigle(2002, p. 121)
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Table 3. Example of scoring rubric standard

Scoring area Score Scoring standard Student's ability
Basic answer 4 or 2 Exceeds Expectations Teaching not needed
Meets Expectations
Partial score answer 2o0r 1 Some evidence of appropriate rate Needs explicit teaching,
in answer. prompting and reinforcing
No answer and/or 0 Does not meet expectations Needs intensive teaching
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Table 4. Management plan of home economics
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Table 5. Types of essay assessment items
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Table 5. Continued
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