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Characteristics and Distribution of Teleworkable Jobs

Based on Physical Working Conditions
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Abstract: As social distancing is implemented to prevent the spread of COVID-19, there is an increasing
number of workers participating in telework. This study aims to classify the feasibility of working at home
for occupations and industries based on physical working conditions, and to analyze regional distribution of
the teleworkable jobs. And the raw data of the Korea Working Conditions Survey is used to examine
working environment and characteristics of jobs. The main findings show that 35% of jobs in South Korea
can be done at home, and the occupations that are less amenable to work at home are closely related to
the economically vulnerable workers who earn low wages. Furthermore, the regions that are heavily dependent
on manufacturing for employment are likely to have a lower share of jobs that can be done at home due to

the industrial structure and working conditions.
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aw 72
Majority of respondents say they work outdoors every day
Average respondent says they are exposed to diseases or infection at least once a week
A
Average respondent says they are exposed to minor burns, cuts, bites, or stings at least once a week 317
S8

Average respondent says they spent majority of time wearing common or specialized protective or safety

equipment

Average respondent says they use email less than once per month

Average respondent says they deal with violent people at least once a week

Average respondent says they spent majority of time walking or running

Inspecting Equipment, Structures, or Materials is very important

Performing General Physical Activities is very important

Handling and Moving Objects is very important

Controlling Machines and Processes (not computers nor vehicles) is very important

A o2
ox 40

Operating Vehicles, Mechanized Devices, or Equipment is very important

Repairing and Maintaining Mechanical Equipment is very important

Repairing and Maintaining Electronic Equipment is very important

Performing for or Working Directly with the Public is very important

Z+&: Dingel and Neiman(2020: 3)
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