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ABSTRACT

This study aims to construct an ecological community and lay the foundation for sustainable development
in the Korean Peninsula by promoting cooperation between the South and North Korea in the non-political and
no-military natural environment sector under the rapidly changing inter-Korean relations. It analyzed South
Korea’s aid and international cooperation projects in natural environmental sectors in North Korea and
examined North Korea’s national plan and the cooperation projects that North Korea proposed to the
international community to identify potential cooperation projects. It selected 15 potential cooperation projects
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and 6 crucial factors to be considered in prioritizing the projects through case studies and the first expert survey

(five persons). The six crucial factors were 1) urgency, ii ) linkage between North and South Korea (ecological

community in the Korean Peninsula), iii) contribution to sustainable development (prosperity), i) North

Korea’s acceptability, v ) cooperation conditions and budget, and vi) project sustainability. The second expert

survey (14 persons) focused on prioritizing the 15 potential inter-Korean cooperation projects in line with six

crucial factors. The 15 potential inter-Korean cooperation projects in the natural environment were

comprehensively reviewed and scored based on the six crucial factors. The resulting priority projects were

identified as follow: i) Mt. Seorak — Mt. Keumgang International Peace Park, ii ) support and cooperation for

agro-forestry, iii) joint conservation projects for internationally important migratory birds (such as Black-faced

Spoonbills and Cranes), iv) inter-Korean ecotourism linkage and promotion, and v ) establishment of integrated

information system on leading ecosystems and biodiversity in the Korean Peninsula. The priority cooperation

projects presented in this study are based on the perception of experts engaged in inter-Korean natural

environmental cooperation in consideration of existing cooperation cases and conditions. For the actual

implementation of these potential projects, a systematic approach, including the formation of consensus

between North and South Koreas and the creation of a cooperative network with suitable partners suitable for

each project’s characteristics, would be needed.

KEY WORDS: KOREAN PENINSULAR, ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY, INTERNATIONAL PEACE PARK,

AGRO-FORESTRY, ECOTOURISM
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Table 1. Content related to environmental cooperation included in the existing inter-Korean agreements and declarations

Date Title of agreement/declaration Relevant content
Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression, . . . . .
13 Dec. 1991 Exchange, and Cooperation between North and Article 16: Referring to the environment while

South Korea

describing the various cooperation fields

17 Sept. 1992

Subsidiary agreement of “Agreement on
Reconciliation, Nonaggression, Exchange, and
Cooperation between North and South Korea”

Article 2: Realization of Exchange and Cooperation
in Science, Technology, and Environment

15 June 2000

Joint Declaration between North and South Korea

Building trust between each other by promoting
balanced development through economic cooperation
as well as cooperation and exchanges in various
fields, such as society, culture, sports, health and
environment

4 October 2007

Declaration for the Development of Inter-Korean
Relations and Peace and Prosperity

Continued expansion of economic cooperation

projects for balanced development and common

prosperity

- Establishment of Special Peace Cooperation Zone
in the for West Sea (Joint Fishing Zone and Peace
Zone)

- Joint use of the Han River estuary

- Kaesong Industrial Complex, railway and road
renovation, agriculture and health care,
environmental protection, etc.

21 December
2007

Agreement of the First Meeting of the Inter-Korean
Health/Medical/Environmental Protection
Cooperation Subcommittee

Agreed to actively pursue cooperation in health care,
environmental protection and afforestation.

(Joint research projects on Mt. Baekdu volcano,
establishment and expansion of air pollution
measurement facilities, an environmental protection
center, biological white books for Korean Peninsula,
phased promotion of afforestation cooperation
projects, survey and relief of forest pests)

19 September
2018

Pyongyang Declaration between North and South
Korea

The North and South Koreas decided to actively
promote inter-Korean environmental cooperation for
the protection and restoration of natural ecosystems,
making efforts to achieve practical results of
ongoing cooperation in the forest sector, first of all.
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Table 2. Priority potential projects for promoting inter-Korean cooperation in the natural environment sector as a result
of an integrative evaluation by the six factors

Mean Score

Priori-ty Presented cooperative projects (7 point scale)

Mt. Seorak — Mt. Keumgang International Peace Park

Setting up sisterhood relationship between the two parks, declaring as an International Peace
Park,exchanges for biosphere reserves management (Mt. Geumgang Biosphere Reserve — Mt.
Seorak Biosphere Reserve), joint ecotourism programs, etc.

5.71

Support and cooperation for agro-forestry
2 Support for eco-friendly production methods, development of afforestation models considering 5.67
natural disasters reduction and biodiversity, etc.

Joint conservation projects for internationally important migratory birds (Black-faced Spoonbills,
Cranes, etc.)

3 Crane/spoonbill belt on the Korean Peninsula, simultaneous census, establishment of integrated 5.43
database, promotion of joint conservation projects, etc.
Inter-Korean ecotourism linkage and activation

4 - North-South Korean joint program development and operation, a pilot project linking Mt. Seorak 538

— Mt. Geumgang in Gangwon region, development of ecotourism infrastructure, training of
professionals, international certifications, etc.

Establishment of integrated information system on representative ecosystems and biodiversity on
5 the Korean Peninsula 536
- Joint research on major ecosystems, establishment of integrated database, publication of )

integrated data books, etc.

Joint projects for conservation and restoration of major hydroecosystems
- Joint investigation and conservation of the rivers flowing through North and South Korea(Imjin

6 River and Bukhan River), creation of eco-friendly riparian zones, restoration of damaged 330
wetlands and river ecosystems, etc.
7 Joint research, conservation, and restoration of protected species (native species and endangered 595

species) on the Korean Peninsula such as Korean Redheaded Woodpeckers, Asiatic Black Bears

International accreditation projects for protected areas on the Korean Peninsula
8 - World Protected Area Database (WDPA), World Heritage Sites, Transboundary Ramsar 5.20
Wetlands, Transboundary Biosphere Reserves, etc.

Restoration of ‘Ecological Axes’ (core networks) on the Korean Peninsula such as Baekdudaegan
9 mountain range 5.19
- Analysis of fragmented sections, creation of ecological corridors, restoration of damaged areas, etc.

An integrated measures against natural disasters and climate change
10 - Assessment and management of ecosystems vulnerable to climate change 5.08
- Integrated information networks, disaster vulnerability maps, joint response systems, etc.

Designation and creation of the DMZ Eco-peace Park
- Joint investigation and monitoring, integrated data collection, a feasibility study on the

1 designation, organization and operation of a promotion committee, nomination of the World 307
Heritage site, etc.

12 Survey and conservation Project for marine ‘Ecological Axes’ (core networks) 501
- Joint marine ecosystem surveys, joint monitoring of marine mammals, joint surveys of lagoons, etc. )
Support for the implementation of recommendations from the international conventions and

13 organizations 495
- Preparation of national reports to international conventions and organizations (CBD, Ramsar, )

UNESCO, etc.), planning related plans, support for the management effectiveness assessment, etc.

14 A project to improve the environmental impact assessment system to reduce environmental impacts 494
caused by inter-Korean economic cooperation projects )

15 Joint measures for the invasive species management 454

- Joint investigations, information sharing, integrated database, joint response programs, etc.
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