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A Study on the Images of the Korean Presidents in the 2000s via Stamps

—Focusing on Korean President Moo—hyun Roh, Myung-bak Lee, Geun—-hye Park,
Jae—in Moon-
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Abstract

The stamp commemorating the inauguration of a president is the smallest historical symbol that
contains a nation's vision and wishes of the times. The stamp itself is just a collection of images but
contains the meaning of the highest leader's perceived image at the time through their face and a
symbol. This paper regarded presidential inauguration commemorative stamps in the context of
advertisement or promotional materials to structurally analyze the images of the political leaders
embedded in stamps utilizing 'semiology’ theory, which is considered to be a useful method of
advertisement. In accordance with social and cultural changes, the 2000s, when the changes in the
presidential inauguration stamp was most distinctively noticeable, was set as the time frame. Only the
presidential inauguration commemorative stamps of Moo—hyun Roh, Myung-bak Lee, Geun-hye Park,
and Jae—in Moon were selected for this study. In order to interpret the image, a semiotic structure was
applied to reconstruct the meaning of the image of the political leaders. Since this can lead to
subjective judgment in image analysis, it attempted to find the truth through comprehensive
interpretation and approach it from the social and cultural contexts, not a static approach. In this paper,
the images of the Korean political leaders in the 2000s shown on stamps are no longer influenced by
traditional political factors such as political parties, political ideologies, and regional origins due to the
evolution of democracy. This study derives the characteristics of the images of independent and
characteristic leaders centered on a person according to the situations and social phenomena of the
times.
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