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Examining the Urban Inclusivity of Xita Koreatown in Shenyang:
With a Focus of the Actor-Network Theory
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Abstract

To newly discover the placeness of Xita Koreatown in Shenyang, this study establishes the conceptual
structure of urban inclusivity based on the actor-network theory and the main discourse of inclusive
cities. It then applies a framework to the relevant space for analysis. We conduct the case study by
first identifying a historical timeline by dividing the age from the founding of New China to the present
into sprouting and developing stages of Xita Koreatown, extracting major actors out of time, and finally
creating a network graph for each of the six periods representing changes in the region. Throughout
this process, we not only analyze the aspect of transition in the urban inclusivity of Xita Koreatown but
also prospect the feasibility of an inclusive city for the area. The results of this study are as follows.
First, the number and type of actors constituting Xita Koreatown have constantly increased significantly
since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and South Korea. The related
actor-networks have also continued to expand in all indicators of urban inclusivity. Secondly, the agency
of human actors such as Korean-Chinese, locals, and both South and North Koreans, representing the
specificity of Xita Koreatown, has continuously improved. Lastly, due to the increase of cultural
exchanges and related policy actors, the actor-network in this region has achieved an unprecedented
leap forward. In conclusion, the urban inclusivity of Xita Koreatown in Shenyang shows significant
growth in quality, with expectations of further improvement.
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