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[Abstract]

According to the ‘low self-esteem hypothesis’, low self-esteem plays a causal role in aggression
among adolescents, whereas ‘threatened egotism theory’ postulates that aggression is related to a highly
favorable view of the self. The primary purpose of the present study was to investigate the effect of
self-esteem on aggression among adolescents. Based on the theoretical background, a research model
was constructed. The present study analyzed the 5th and 6th wave data from Korea Children and Youth
Panel Study (KCYPS). The results showed that self-esteem had a significant negative effect on
aggression among high school students. Finally, research implications which contribute to enhancing

self-esteem as well as decreasing aggression were also discussed.
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I. Introduction
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II. Theoretical Background
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IlI. Research Method

1.1 Subjects and Data Collection
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1.2 Research Model
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Fig. 1. Research Model

1.3 Measurement
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1.4 Data Analysis
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IV. Research Results

1.1 General Characteristics
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Table 1. Correlations and descriptive statistics

1) 2) 3) 4) 5)
) Gender 1
2) Income 0.04 1
3) Health status | 0.09™ | 0.14™ 1
4) Self-esteem | 0.07"" | 0.20" | 0.27" 1
5) Aggression | -007™ | 007" | -0.18™ | 027" 1
M 0.51 4.06 3.13 2.90 1.93
SD 0.50 0.91 0.59 0.45 0.53
Max 1 7 4 4.00 4.00
Min 0 1 1 1.50 1.00
Skewness -0.03 | 0.26 | -0.30 | 0.02 0.09
Kurtosis -2.00 1.73 0.96 | -0.14 | -0.44

Dummy var: Gender(male=1, female=0), *** p<0.001

Table 2. Results: Measurement model

1.3 Measurement Model
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Var. b B C.R. p AVE
Self-esteem 0.621
Negative_SE 1.000 0.825 - - -
Positive_SE 0.812 0.749 12.451 Hokok -
Aggression 0.584
Aggression_3 1.000 0.695 - - -
Aggression_2 1.671 0.852 28.100 *kk -
Aggression_1 1.474 0.737 27.780 *okok -

Model fit x?=43.491, df=4, p=0.000, TLI=0.968, CFI=0.987, RMSEA=0.070
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Table 3. Results: Research Model

Paths b B C.R. p
Self-esteem — Aggression -0.251 -0.316 -10.047 *kk
Gender — Self-esteem 0.047 0.062 2.548 0.011
Income — Self-esteem 0.080 0.189 7.504 *okok
Health status — Self-esteem 0.192 0.294 11.016 *kok
Gender — Aggression -0.028 -0.045 -1.904 0.057
Income — Aggression -0.001 -0.002 -0.100 0.921
Health status — Aggression -0.013 -0.025 -0.976 0.329
Model fit \ x?=225.527, df=16, p=0.000, TLI=0.896, CFI=0.941, RMSEA=0.081(0.072~0.090)
*xx p<0.001
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