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Commemorating the S0th Anniversary of Korean Society of Nursing
Science and Contemplating Direction to Move Forward
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The World Health Organization has designated 2020 as the
“International Year of the Nurse and Midwife.” We are celebrating
the 50th anniversary of our Korean Society of Nursing Science
(KSNS) during this special year, which is also being celebrated
across the world as the bicentenary of Florence Nightingale, the
founder of modern nursing. The events and celebrations that
were being planned for months have now been confronted with
the new rules about social distancing and quarantine, necessitated
by the COVID-19 situation. Although COVID-19 restricts getting
together; it has brought attention to the real work and worth of
nurses, in ways that no media campaigns and public relations ini—
tiatives ever could [1]. Nightingale was a strong advocate for in—
fection control [2] and had always recommended, “Every nurse
ought to be careful to wash her hands very frequently during the
day” Like Nightingale, who saved the lives of numerous soldiers
using statistics—a state—of-the—art science—at the time of the
Crimean War, nurses as front-line staff workers are the best role
models in the present troubled times of the COVID-19 pandemic.

KSNS started with 264 members in 1970, and has now grown
into an academic society with 5,400 members [3] and two Sci—
ence Citation Index Expanded journals: Journal of Korean Acad-
emy of Nursing (JKAN) and Asian Nursing Research (ANR) [4].
To keep pace with the social as well as medical changes brought
about by scientific technology, KSNS should prepare a new para—

digm to face its upcoming future and suggest a specific vision

that would meet its needs and future requirements.

By 2050, the world will be home to 10 billion people, out of
which, two in five will be aged 60 years or over. This combina—
tion of population growth and demographic changes will seriously
accelerate the challenges that we will face for the delivery of
health and healthcare, particularly since the global healthcare
spend is projected to reach 13% of GDP in the OECD countries
by 2050 [5].

In terms of health care, social and economic burdens are a
central concern owing to an ultra—aged society and an increase
in complex diseases. The answer to this concern lies partly in the
ability of families and communities, as well as the modern social,
political, economic, and health service delivery systems to pro—
vide optimal support to older persons [6]. In response to chronic
diseases that come with a rapidly aging population, the Republic
of Korea is committed to promoting preventative health measures
[7]. Given that primary health care, self—care abilities, and med—
ical-welfare linkages are important, the proportion of nursing
care is increasing in the medical policy.

The fourth industrial revolution has ushered in information and
communication technology applications along with service inno—
vations represented by precision medicine, customized prevention
and treatment, and data science. The new technology provides an
opportunity to better understand people and health, and is ex—

pected to enhance the ultimate value of health promotion and the
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quality of life. Infectious diseases like COVID-19, which are cur—
rently a threat to the world, are bringing about changes in the
health care industry, ranging from face—to—face treatment to
telemedicine and electronic prescriptions [8].

Examining KSNS's history over the past 50 years, its main
research topic in the 1970s was birth control and family planning,
one of the characteristics of developing countries and a social is—
sue. In the 1980s, its mission was the development of nursing
concepts, theories, and philosophies, to extend its disciplinary
boundary. In the 1990s, its mission was to progress into becom—
ing an academic society with a predominance of female health—
care professionals. In the 2000s, its nursing scholars’ undertak—
ing was to expand KSNS's frontiers to the level of global stan—
dards. Lastly, in the 2010s, the qualitative and quantitative im—
provements in KSNS and JKAN were expected to make its fu—
ture even more prosperous [4].

Is KSNS focused and prepared for the next 50 years?

To carry on KSNS's development, we have conducted media—
tion research for linking new knowledge and effective interven—
tions to practical work; used data science and informatics tools
necessary for precision medicine in the fourth industrial revolu—
tion; and introduced the latest practical and innovative research
methodologies such as bio—behavioral research for assessing
changes in lifestyle and quality of life [9].

KSNS has a 5-year plan to support academic and educational
activities so that researchers can think in new and creative ways
to explore unresolved problems as well as conduct perfor—
mance—based research having core contents as follows.

First, to spread nursing knowledge, we shall establish a data
bank to accumulate research and education materials, so that re—
searchers can have easy online access for activating the academic
data network. Additionally, we shall strengthen global scholar
networks such as the International Council of Nurses, Sigma
Theta Tau, and the East Asian Forum of Nursing Scholars for
facilitating academic exchange and improving the international
influence of our journals—JKAN and ANR.

Second, as an investment for future nursing scientists, we shall
promote educational projects for research training and career
development. Computers are important but they are likely to be
effective only when well operated. Therefore, to complete the

link, we are trying to provide career development opportunities
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to new and middle-level researchers, ranging from pre and
post—doctoral fellowships. As one of the axes of the medical field,
nursing science needs to be differentiated from the talent training
programs organized by the government, universities, research
institutes, and medical institutions, in the past. Furthermore, it
can provide opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration re—
quired for convergence training, as well as promote the estab—
lishment of an institutional bioethics committee in our society for
researchers with insufficient research support conditions.

Third, for responding to the demands of the people and the
health care system, as well as improving the ultimate value of
health promotion and quality of life, we intend to promote the es—
tablishment of a policy development and research institute. During
the past 50 years, we have prepared basic financial, material, and
human infrastructure. Now is the time for us to reflect on
KSNS'’s mission and develop policies that will help people to know
about nursing and its allied activities. Support from people will
provide us with opportunities to become the Chief Executive Of—
ficers in many medical institutions.

Lastly, we address our future nursing scholars, nurses, and
nursing students. If we have planned the future, it is you who will
actually make it happen. Never forget that a small step can make
a huge difference. Think and constantly challenge so that you can
expand your current nursing role, and expand the world of nurs—
ing to start-ups. In whatever you do, remember that you are
working for the people’s health. Find the change that you can
make, and live such a life. Your efforts will change the future of
nursing. We hope that young nursing talents in the KSNS will be
able to unleash their creative competencies, communicate with
society, and build their growth experiences.

The next half century will bring new challenges and demands
that we have never experienced before. KSNS will be ready to
meet these challenges with more proactive and innovative mea—
sures. We shall always work for the health of the people, re—
membering that “Nursing is our vision and calling,” and that it

contributes to the promotion of national health.
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