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abstract

The Effects of Marriage and Childbearing on Labor
Market Outcomes and Subjective Well-Being among

Women
Inkyung Yoo - Jungmin Lee

We estimate the effects of marriage on women's labor market outcomes and subject
well-being. To resolve the endogeneity problem of marital status and timing of marriage,
we use the difference-in-differences event study method which compares the trends of the
outcome before and after the event between treatment and control groups. For robustness,
we use four different control groups. The results show that the probability of working
drops significantly by about 10%p in the first year of marriage and the effect becomes as
large as 46%p by the 5th year of marriage. Also monthly earnings decrease substantially.
We find that marriage increases subjective well-being, while the effect is not persistent.

Keywords: marriage, birth, women, labor market outcome, subjective well-being,
dynamic effects, difference-in-differences event study





