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(Abstract)

The Response of the Seoul Municipal Hospitals against COVID-19 and
[ts Implications for Public Hospitals

Changwoo Shon'

*Department of Urban Society Research, The Seoul Institute, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of the study is to suggest the main functions and implications of public hospitals to
effectively respond to the future epidemic crisis based on analyzing the accessibility to designated Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID—19) medical institutions of Seoul and examining the main features of the quarantine of
Seoul municipal hospitals.

Method: To analyze the response and function of Seoul municipal hospitals, we reviewed the Infectious Disease
Control and Prevention ACT, 258 articles of Seoul Metropolitan Government press releases from January to the
end of April, 48 articles of Seoul Metropolitan Government's daily newsletters, 2019 Health Bureau Budget
report. We also referred to internal data of Seoul Children's Hospital, Seoul Seobuk Hospital, and Seoul
Eunpyeong Hospital during the same period. Besides, the accessibility to medical institutions was analyzed by
using the COVID—19 data which was announced daily basis.

Results: The accessibility of COVID—19 patients living in the Southeastern part of Seoul to a medical institutions
was 16.2km on a distance basis, and it was the lowest accessibility among four regions of Seoul since it took
about 40 minutes by car. On the other hand, patients living in the Northeast part had the highest accessibility,
as the access to medical institutions was 10.7km and 27 minutes by car. Also, the main functions of the
municipal hospital of Seoul against COVID—19 were to shift the public hospital function to COVID—19 patients
only hospitals, to perform the epidemiological investigation by medical doctors, and to support the operation of
self—isolation facilities, community treatment centers and triage rooms of community health centers.

Conclusion: Through the experience of COVID—19, we suggested that the functions of public hospitals will be
reorganized as the reinforcement of infectious disease treatment and mental health for quarantined patients,
cooperation with private hospitals, supporting for strengthening community health capacity and preparation for
another epidemic.

Key Words: Public Hospitals, COVID—19, Seoul Municipal Hospitals, Accessibility of Designated Infectious Disease
Medical Institutions
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(Main characteristics and functions of the Seoul municipal hospitals)
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