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Debiasing the biases induced by

defendant’s character evidence

Ko Minjo Park Jooyong

Seoul National University, Department of Psychology

Judgment and decision-making studies have shown that people are easily influenced and biased by
information irrelevant to the object of judgment. There is a great deal of research that indicates that bias
exists in the legal judgment scene. One of them is a bias induced by defendants’ character evidence.
This study examined whether cognitive activities such as discussion, counterfactual thinking, and peer
assessment could reduce the bias induced by the character evidece. In Experiment 1, 121 college students
were asked to give the percentage they believed the defendant to be guilty. There was no cognitive
activity for the control group. There were three different cognitive activities for the experimental group:
discussion, counterfactual thinking and discussion, and counterfactual thinking and peer assessment. Results
showed reduction in bias for all the experimental groups, and there was no difference between them. In
Experiment 2, there were 125 participants from general population for the same procedure as in
Experiment 1. Results showed reduction in bias only for the counterfactual thinking and discussion group.
In general discussion, we speculated the implication of the results and the reason for the difference

between the two experiments.

Key words : character evidence, fact-finding, debiasing, bias, reflective thinking, peer reviaw.
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