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The Effect of Family Cohesion of Down's Syndrome Family on
Children's Independent Living: Focused on Mediating Effect :
Mediating effect of strengthening family capacity
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Abstract This research aimed to verify whether family competency reinforcement had a mediating role
on the effect of family cohesion of the Down syndrome family upon the independent life of children with
Down syndrome. For the research, 146 families belonged to Down Syndrome Parent Assembly were
surveyed and the statistical program SPSS WIN 25.0 was utilized for the data analysis. To verify the
mediating effect, Baron and Kenny's causal step strategy was performed. As a result of the study, the
higher the family cohesion of the Down syndrome family was, the greater the level of independence of
the child was, indicating that the family cohesion had a significant static effect on the independence life.
In addition, it was confirmed that the family competency reinforcement played a mediating role between
the family cohesion and the children's independent living. Therefore, the results of this research
suggested that it might be used as a policy approach and supporting plan for the realization of support
for independence of Down syndrome children.
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Table 1. General characteristics (N=146)
Variable Division N %
Male 101 69.2
Gender
Female 45 30.8
~7 age 17 1.6
8~10 age 36 24.7
11~13 age 36 24.7
Age
14~16 age 18 12.3
17~19 age 26 178
20~ age 13 8.9
100~199 ten thounsand 10 6.8
200~299 ten thounsand 20 13.7
Family
300~399 ten thounsand 31 21.2
Income
400~499 ten thounsand 43 29.5
500~ ten thounsand 42 28.8
Christianity 62 42.5
Catholic 24 16.4
Religion Buddhism 22 15.1
None 33 22.6
Etc 5 34

3.1 GO AHY £Y
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Al 268(17.8%), 14~16A] 18%8(12.3%), 741 oI5} 17
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H(11.6%), 2041 o4} 13H(8.9%)=0& LEFtTE 7 Table 2. Charactersics of Major Variables (N=146)
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Table 3. Correlation among Major Variables (N=146)

Variable 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.
1. Gender(dummy) 1
2. Age 091 1
3. Family Income .010 .301** 1
4. Religion(dummy) .065 1100 .290%* 1
5. Family Cohesion 071 0n .084 .195*% 1
6. Family Capacity Enhancement 044 216** A07** .203* A77* 1
7. Self-reliant Life .044 A37** 764%* 245%* .281%* 458** 1

*p{.05, **p<.01
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Fig 1. Mediated Effect by Family Capacity Enhancement
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Table 4. Mediation effect of Family Capacity Enhancement

DV: Self-reliant Life . . DV: Self-reliant Life
DV: Family Cohesion ]
) (Total Effect) (Direct Effect)
Variable
b(SE) t D b(SE) t p b(SE) t p
Gender(dummy) -.012(.105) =117 .907 .023(.172) 135 .893 -.015(.104) =141 .888
Age .050(.011) 4.601 .000 .023(.018) 1.303 195 .047(.011) 4.401 .000
Family Income .539(.043) 12.433 .000 .275(.071) 3.894 .000 .510(.045) 11.304 .000
Religion(dummy) .196(.124) 1.577 117 .331(.202) 1.639 103 .161(.124) 1.298 196
Family Cohesion 677(.139) 4.872 .000 .507(.170) 2.243 .026 .623(.140) 4.460 .000
Family C it
amily fapacty 105(040) | 2.047 043
Enhancement

*p{.05, **p<.01



th2Esa 7159 71538y

0] RHH XIZMEO DRl F3k 7I522st phsn S0z 219

Table 5. Verification of Mediated effect by Sobel test

Sobel Test z p

Family Cohesion — Family Capacit
amily Cohesion amily Capacity 1970 048

Enhancement — Self-reliant Life
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