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Promotive Factors, Roles Analysis and Implications of Community
Organization in Rural Areas in Sight of the Regional Innovation
System Theory: focusing on the Case of “Songakdongnesaramdeul”,

a Social Cooperative Located in Asan City

Ko, Kyoung-Ho

The purpose of this study is to explore the key elements of the regional innovative
milieu by analyzing the role of regional innovative elements and case organizations
that promoted the emergence of ‘Songakdongnesaramdeul (the people of the Songak
town),” and to present pertinent policy implications. For the purpose, this study set
the “Songakdongnesaramdeul,” a residential community organization founded for
regional innovation to revitalize the village community, as a case organization
from the perspective of regional innovation system theory. The result of the study
showed that creating an innovative milieu through the creation of wvarious
innovation elements to revitalize the village community is crucial. Especially, this
study confirmed that the existence of regional development organizations is the key
element of the innovative milieu. such as case organization that contributes to
regional development while promoting interaction between actors, common learning
and systemization, and new value creation activities. The implications derived
through the study can be summarized in four points. First, a variety of means to
promote the formation of subjects in response to the public debate of the village
agenda is needed. Second, it is highly important to create innovative elements, for
example, organizations and programs, resources, and spaces that promote regional
innovation. Third, forming a close network between various innovative resources
existing in the region and establishing regional capabilities that allow to mobilize
and utilize such innovative resources are important. Fourth, the establishment of a
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promotion mechanism such as a case organization is suggested as a major task, to
revitalize the village community. Specifically, forming and revitalizing numerous
private-based community organizations with regional developmental capabilities to
establish local governance also has significant importance. In this vein, based on
the point of view of the regional innovation system theory, the establishment of
regional policies to construct a regional innovation milieu, such as creating
innovative elements that can actively promote the regeneration of the village
community and establishing a promotion system, can be presented as major tasks.

Key words : community, innovative milieu, regional development agencies, regional
innovation system, regional policies
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ARz BAS AR 9 FAAE, BEAR § O BAAR Sol U@ B4, B4,
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Table 1. General Characteristics of In-Depth Interview Participants

Number | Participant name Sex and age group Notes
1 Ahn OO Male / 50s Town activist / Eco-friendly farmer
2 Park OO Female / 50s Key member of the case organization 1
3 Hong OO Female / 40s Key member of the case organization 2
4 Lee OO Male / 50s Town religionist
5 Kim OO Female / 40s Regional culture a.nd art activist /
Self-employed businessman
6 Cho OO Male / 50s Town head
7 Jeon OO Male / 50s Member of cooperative
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Table 2. Process of creating regional innovative elements

Object of analysis Analysis and its direction

- The rise of the town agenda
Encouraging and promote - The appearance of key subjects
innovative factors - Interactions and mutual learning between subjects

- The process of systemization, etc.

Table 3. Analysis of case organization

Object of analysis Analysis and its direction

. . . - Formation of the subject
The subject of innovation

Reproduction and empowerment of the subject, etc.

. - Present status of human and physical resources
Innovation-related resources .
- Present status of sociocultural resources, etc.

- Present status of establishment of the cooperation system inside
Network . . K
and outside of the community-related region

Innovative activities

Centering on the major projects and analysis of activities
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(JeonOO / Member of Cooperative, KimOO / Regional Culture and Art Activist)

Table 4. Present state of regional innovative resources

Category

Notes

Education-related

resources

- Official educational institutions: Songakgol daycare center, Songak banditburi
(firefly) daycare center, Songnam elementary school, Geosan elementary school,
Songnam middle school

- Town and school-based cultural education complex: Solhyanggeulluri library

- Songnam elementary school, Geosan elementary school, Songnam middle
school parents’ group: fathers group

- Educational community cooperative organization: Songakheemang education
network

Education network

social economy

- Cooperative: Songakdongnesaramdeul (The people of the Songak town),
Goranirang (With Elks), Energygongbang (Energy workshop), Damppuk
(A-go-go), Haemil (The sky after rain cleared off) forest, etc.

- Agricultural association corporation: Darami town agricultural association
corporation, Gyeore honey-farming association corporation, Asan city
eco-friendly school meal providers farming association corporation, Songakgol
farming association corporation, etc.

- Hansalim producers corporation Songak branch, Joint cultivation community
Jeulgeounnongbu (Joyful Farmers), etc.

- Noldagage (Have-Fun-Here Shop), etc.

Major
community-related

resources

- Hobbies communities: Soccer, badminton, movie, hiking clubs and multi-sports
club ‘Songak SSC Club’, etc.

- Cultural and art Communities: Songak forest school, Solbaram (Pine Tree
Wind) pungmul band, Woojunggong town theatre troupe, Percussionist group
‘Tainrock’, ‘Cheonmugeuk Taekwondo Club’, etc.

- Traditional culture communities: Oeam folk village preservation society, Songak
pungmul durenon catfish preservation society, etc.
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Category Notes

. - Human resources specialized in art, architecture, design, crafts, theater,
Major human . L . . )
alternative medicine, literature, sculpture, traditional martial arts, calligraphy,
resources
traditional liquor, seogak (engrave), ecological activism, folk song, etc. exist

- Oeam-ri folk village, Taramija self-operated experience village, Gangdanggol
backwoods experience village, etc.

Other resources . . . .

- Danglim museum of art, Oeam ceramic art village, Hobim observatory, etc.

- Noljang (Let’s Play) festival, etc.
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Table 5. Present state of major projects and activities

Major projects and activities Programs

. Holding workshops to discover town agendas, etc.
Planning for development

Planning necessary projects
of town

Promotion of internal and external exchanges and solidarity projects

Let's learn from the older sister in town

Learning and sharing in town

. . Dining table from nature
(Resident mutual learning)

Humanities courses, etc.

Town school for children and youths
Town as a school
. . - Town career academy
(Activities of education

Lo Internship to develop a career
community in town)

Youth club in town, etc.

Support for operation of culture .
- Town theatre troupe ‘Ujeonggong’
and arts groups .
. . (Will we really be able to perform?)
(Supports promoting resident

Town youth band, etc.
networks)

Operation of town fair tour

Planning town tour by topic
(Promotes urban-rural

Town expedition and camping
exchange)

Planning of town marketplace Songangnoljang (Playful market in Songak town, opens quarterly)

and festival

Songak village art festival (Starts in every october)

Operation of town marketplace

Noldagage (Have-Fun-Here shop)
(The place where the circular

Soo-Kebijang (Dokkabi’s market opens on wednesdays)

economy of town takes part) Songaknoljang (Playful market in Songak town), etc.
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