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Making an Odorless City: The 1988 Seoul Olympic
Games and the Transformation of Urban Odor Regulation
Chuyoung WON

ABSTRACT

This paper examines how South Korean government regulators and
environmental scientists endeavored to improve the environmental quality
of Seoul in preparation for the Olympic Games in 1988, When Seoul was
nominated as a host city of the Summer Games in 1981, it was suffering
from severe environmental pollution, The municipal government of Seoul
and the Ministry of Environment initiated a series of pollution survey projects,
which were followed by relevant regulatory procedures. One of the outcomes
of these projects was the beginning of odor pollution regulation that used
the Environmental Official Testing Method. Although the Pollution Prevention
Act of 1963 made odor pollution such as unpleasant order, stench, and stink
subject to environmental regulation, proper administrative procedures to
reduce odor pollution were not in place until the 1980s. In order to reduce
odor pollution in urban areas, governmental officers and environmental
scientists tried to regulate odor—causing chemicals from factories. In June
1988, however, severe odor pollution was detected not from factories but
from unregulated areas in Seoul, such as the waterside parks of the Han
river, the downtown, and the marketplaces, The local regulators and scientists
were concerned that the odor pollution could make a "wrong" impression
on foreign athletes and visitors about the degree of "modernity" of Korea,
This paper shows that the 1988 Summer Olympics was a transition point
in the early history of odor regulation in South Korea, when the scope of

odor regulation could be expanded.

Key terms | Seoul Olympic, Odor, Sensory Studies, Regulatory Science
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