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Mediating Effect of Middle School's Peer Attachment on Relation between
Self-esteem and Intrinsic Learning Motivation
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to check mediating effect of middle school students' peer attachment
on relation between self-esteem and intrinsic learning motivation. To this end, this study collected data
by measuring the level of self-esteem, peer attachment, and intrinsic learning motivation for 457 male
and female middle school students (225 male and 232 female students) located in S city, Jeollanam-do.
The results of this study are as follows: The correlation between self-esteem, peer attachment and
intrinsic learning motivation of middle school students was all significant. Self-esteem had a significant
effect on peer attachment and intrinsic learning motivation, and peer attachment also had a significant
effect on intrinsic learning motivation. Meanwhile, Peer attachment showed a partial mediating effect
between self-esteem and intrinsic learning motivation. The mediating effect of peer attachment was
different according to grade. Through this study, it was confirmed that the self-esteem of middle school
students influences peer attachment, and that peer attachment influenced by self-esteem can influence
intrinsic learning motivation. The implications and limitations of this study were also discussed.
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