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Abstract

This study examined the modes of access to betting games among adolescents and analyzed the
influence of on-line betting games (e.g., legalized gambling, illegal gambling, speculative games) on
problem gambling. The raw data from the 2018 Survey on Youth Gambling Problems were used. Using
a sample of 5,101 school adolescents who were from first-grade middle school students to
second-grade high school students and who experienced betting games during the last three months,
this study conducted cross tabulation and logistic regression analyses. Of the adolescents who
experienced betting games, 17.8% experienced on-line games that were composed of 4.9% in illegal
gambling, 2.4% in speculative games, and 0.4% in legalized gambling. Compared to land—based modes
of gambling, on-line illegal gambling, legalized gambling, and speculative games were associated with
higher odds of problem gambling. While on-line illegal gambling was associated with higher odds of
problem gambling for female adolescents, on-line illegal gambling, legalized gambling, and speculative
games were associated with higher odds of problem gambling for male adolescents. This study
discussed intervention strategies to address problem gambling and modes of betting games among
adolescents.
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