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A Study of Attitudes Toward Suicide Report among Individuals
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Objectives  The purpose of this study is to investigate the interest level, perception and attitude of suicide high-risk group toward
the media’s suicide report, and also to provide the fundamental data in order to strengthen both the standard and the recommendation
of media coverage in Korea.

Methods  We analyzed the data from the 2013 The Korea National Suicide Survey. The study included 1500 participants aged be-
tween 19 and 75 years. The participants were selected through the regional multi-layer stratification method using the sampling frame
of the 2010 Census. One-on-one face-to-face interviews investigated the interest level, opinions, and attitudes toward suicide reports
and collected data on past suicide history and demographic data. The collected data were evaluated using multiple logistic regression
analysis. A probability level of p < 0.05 was considered statistically significant.

Results  The suicide high risk groups with histories of suicidal ideations or attempts showed more interest in suicidal reports [sui-
cidal thought odds ratio (OR) = 1.81, 95% confidence interval (CI) = 1.40-2.34 ; suicidal attempt OR = 3.21, 95% Cl = 1.52-6.78]. However,
there was no difference among the groups in thought that suicide reports incite suicide (suicidal thought OR = 1.26, 95% CI = 0.92—
1.73 ; suicidal attempt OR = 0.96, 95% CI = 0.44-2.09). The suicide high risk groups showed a positive attitude toward suicide reports,
but it was not statistically significant (suicidal thought OR = 1.10, 95% Cl = 0.41-2.92 ; suicidal attempt OR = 1.10, 95% Cl = 0.76-1.59).

Conclusions  We suggest the need of careful attitude of media suicidal reports not to bring about copycat suicides. and also we of-
fer suicide prevention campaign based on media leverage.
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Table 1. Survey participant’s demographic characteristics

Total General public Suicidal thoughts  Suicide attempts
(n = 1500) (n=1165) (n = 301) (n = 34) prvaluer
Age (years) 45.86 = 15.3 4587 + 154 46.05 = 15.2 43.59 + 11.5 0.670
Sex
Male 695 (46.3) 550 (47.2) 133 (44.2) 12 (35.3) 0,275
Female 805 (53.7) 615 (52.8) 168 (55.8) 22 (64.7)
Educational background
Below middle school 322 (21.5) 244 (20.9) 71(23.6) 7 (20.6)
High school 618 (41.2) 470 (40.3) 133 (44.2) 15 (44.1) 0.348
Above university 560 (37.3) 451 (38.7) 97 (32.2) 12 (35.3)
Marital status
Single 309 (20.6) 237 (20.3) 66(21.9) 6(17.7)
Married 1070 (71.3) 845 (72.5) 202 (67.1) 23 (67.7) 0.101
Divorced/bereaved 121 (8.1) 83 (7.1) 33(11.0) 5(14.7)
Religions
Yes 755 (50.3) 568 (48.8) 165 (54.8) 22 (64.7) 0.04]
No 745 (49.7) 597 (51.2) 136 (45.2) 12 (35.3)
Occupation
Technician and simple labor 227 (15.1) 173 (14.8) 52 (17.3) 2(5.9)
Self-employment and service- business 331 (22.1) 255(21.9) 64 (21.3) 12 (35.3)
Senior and profession 121 (8.1) 95(8.2) 21 (7.0) 5(14.7) 0,072
Officer 145 (9.7) 119 (10.2) 25(8.3) 1(2.9)
Housewive and student 512 (34.1) 407 (34.9) 94 (31.2) 11 (32.4)
No occupation 164 (10.9) 116 (10.0) 45(15.0) 3(8.8)
Region
Metropolitan city 1202 (80.1) 929 (79.7) 244 (81.1) 29 (85.3) 0.656
Province 298 (19.9) 236 (20.3) 57 (18.9) 5(14.7)
Suicidal report interest "
Yes 695 (46.3) 498 (42.7) 173 (57.5) 24 (70.6) < 0.00]
No 805 (53.7) 667 (57.3) 128 (42.5) 10 (29.4)
Suicidal report perception’
Affected 964 (64.3) 729 (62.6) 212 (70.4) 23 (67.6)
Unaffected 345(23.0) 273 (23.4) 63 (20.9) 9 (26.5) 0.342
Unknown 191 (12.7) 163 (14.0) 26 (8.6) 2(5.9)
Suicidal report attitude’
Positive 194 (13.0) 145 (12.5) 44 (14.6) 5(14.7)
Negative 998 (66.5) 763 (65.5) 211 (70.1) 24 (70.6) 0.102
Unknown 308 (20.5) 257 (22.0) 46 (15.3) 5(14.7)

Data are presented as mean + standard deviation or n (%). = : ANOVA/y*-test, T : Suicidal report interest was defined as a group
which was interested in seeing articles about suicide, ¥ : Suicidal report perception was defined as a group which was to think
articles about suicide tend to incite suicide attempts, § : Suicidal report attitude was defined as a group which was to think posi-
tively about an article about suicide. ANOVA : Analysis of variance
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Table 2. Odds ratio about the suicide report interest* between suicide high risk” group and general public

Odds ratio (95% confidence interval)

Model 1 Model 2° Model 3'

No suicidal thoughts 1
Suicidal thoughts 1.81 (1.40-2.34) 1.80 (1.40-2.33) 1.80 (1.39-2.34)
Suicide attempts 3.21 (1.52-6.78) 3.21 (1.52-6.79) 3.22 (1.51-6.87)
Age 1.00 (1.00-1.02) 1.00 (1.00-1.02)
Sex

Male Reference

Female 1.31 (1.07-1.62) 1.22(0.96—1.56)
Educational background

Below middle school 1

High school 1.31 (0.93-1.85)

Above university 1.25(0.85-1.85)
Marital status

Single 1

Married 1.13 (0.80-1.60)

Divorced/bereaved 1.25(0.85-1.97)
Religions

Present Reference

None 0.94 (0.76-1.16)
Occupation

Technician and simple labor 1

Self-employment and service business 0.99 (0.69—1.43)

Senior and profession 0.71 (0.43-1.17)

Officer 0.85 (0.53-1.37)

Housewive and student 1.07 (0.73—-1.56)

No occupation 1.04 (0.68—1.40)

Region
Metropolitan city 1
Province 0.71 (0.53-0.94)

# 1 Suicidal report interest was defined as a group which was interested in seeing articles about suicide, T : High risk group was
defined as a sum of groups that suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts, ¥ : Adjusted for age, sex, § : Adjusted for age, sex, edu-
cational background, marital state, religions, occupation, region
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Table 3. Odds ratio about the suicide report perception* between suicide high risk group' and general public

Odds ratio (95% confidence interval)

Model 1 Model 2° Model 3'

No suicidal thoughts 1
Suicidal thoughts 1.26 (0.92-1.73) 1.26 (0.92-1.73) 1.31 (0.95-1.81)
Suicide attempts 0.96 (0.44—2.09) 0.91 (0.41-1.99) 0.89 (0.40—1.98)
Age 1.00 (1.00—1.02) 0.99 (0.98-1.01)
Sex

Male Reference

Female 1.31 (1.07-1.62) 1.30 (0.97-1.74)
Educational background

Below middle school 1

High school 1.26 (0.85-1.89)

Above university
Marital status
Single
Married
Divorced/bereaved
Religions
Present
None
Occupation
Technician and simple labor
Self-employment and service business
Senior and profession
Officer
Housewive and student
No occupation
Region
Metropolitan city
Province

2.02 (1.26—3.25)
1

1.66 (1.10-2.51)

1.34 (0.73-2.66)

Reference
0.96 (0.74-1.25)

1

1.02 (0.66—1.55)

0.95(0.53-1.72)

1.04 (0.58—1.86)

1.02 (0.66-1.59)

1.36 (0.82-2.27)
1

0.81 (0.59-1.13)

# © Suicidal report perception was defined as a group which was think suicide report tends to incite suicide, T : High risk group
was defined as a sum of groups that suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts, ¥ : Adjusted for age, sex, § : Adjusted for age, sex,
educational background, marital state, religions, occupation, region
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Table 4. Odds ratio about the suicide report attitude* between suicide high risk group’ and general public

Odds ratio (95% confidence interval)

Model 1 Model 2° Model 3°

No suicidal thoughts 1
Suicidal thoughts 1.10 (0.41-2.92) 1.13 (0.42-3.02) 1.28 (0.47-3.45)
Suicide attempts 1.10 (0.76—1.59) 1.09 (0.75-1.59) 1.10 (0.76—1.61)
Age 1.02 (1.01-1.03) 1.02 (1.00—1.04)
Sex

Male Reference

Female 0.99 (0.73-1.36) 0.99 (0.73-1.36)

Educational background
Below middle school
High school
Above university

Marital status
Single
Married
Divorced/bereaved

Religions
Present
None

Occupation
Technician and simple labor
Self-employment and service business
Senior and profession
Officer
Housewive and student
No occupation

Region
Metropolitan city
Province

1
0.98 (0.60—1.58)
0.74 (0.42-1.32)

1
0.68 (0.39-1.18)
0.66 (0.29-1.50)

Reference
0.92 (0.66—1.27)

1
0.92 (0.54-1.57)
0.56 (0.23-1.33)
1.03 (0.49-2.18)
1.39 (0.82-2.38)
0.83 (0.45-1.55)

1
0.73 (0.50-1.07)

# 1 Suicidal report atfitude was defined as a group which was thinking positively about the suicide case being reported, T : High
risk group was defined as a sum of groups that suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts, ¥ : Adjusted for age, sex, § : Adjusted for
age, sex, educational background, marital state, religions, occupation, region
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