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Abstract: On May 27, 2019, a non-native turtle was discovered at llsan Lake Park,
Janghang-dong, llsandong-gu, Goyang-si, Republic of Korea. The turtle was identified
as a western painted turtle (Emydidae: Chrysemys picta bellii) based on the external
morphology, plastron color, plastron pattern, stripes on the side of the head, and shape
of the carapace. In the lake park, another non-native turtle was observed sunbathing
on the same rock. In this paper, we firstly reported the confirmed presence of a
western painted turtle in the wild of Korea. Unfortunately, various non-native turtles are
continuously reported in Korean ecosystems. Therefore, we highlight that continuous
surveying and reporting of the non-native species is important to their management.
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Non-native turtle, Chrysemys picta belliiin the wild of Korea

Fig. 1. The location of Chrysemys picta bellii(red point) in llsan Lake Park, Goyang-si, Republic of Korea.
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Fig. 2. Turtles taking a sunbath on a rock at llsan Lake Park. (A) The location of the rock (black arrow) where the turtles were sunbathing,

and (B) one Chrysemys picta bellii(red arrow) and two introduced turtles.
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