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Clinical Analysis of 60 Patients with Hepatocellular Cancer Treated in Korean Medicine
Hospital; A Retrospective Chart Review

Mi-jung Yoon!, Na-kyung Cho', Hong-sic Choi', Seung-mo Kim!, Sang-chan Kim? Kyung-soon Kim'

'Dept. of Korean Internal Medicine of Hepatology, College of Korean Medicine, Daegu Haany University
?Dept. of Herbal Formulation, College of Korean Medicine, Daegu Haany University

ABSTRACT

Objectives: This review aimed to present the characteristics of hepatocellular cancer patients treated by Korean medicine.

Methods: Sixty hepatocellular cancer patients in a Korean medicine hospital from July 2012 to December 2019 were studied.
We evaluated the general characteristics, overall therapies, and chief complaints of the patients.

Results: Of the patients, 55% were stage IV, and Korean medicine was accompanied by conventional treatments, such as
chemotherapy, operation, and transarterial chemoembolization. An average number of hepatocellular cancer patients had admitted
to the hospital. The patients’ chief complaints were dyspnea. general weakness, abdominal discomfort, and cancer-related pain.

Conclusions: This study illustrates the general characteristics of hepatocellular cancer patients on Korean medicine
treatments. These findings suggest that further investigations with a rigorous study design and more participants are needed.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of 60 Patients
Characters Distributions Number of patients (%)
Number 60 (100.0)
9 (15.0)
Gender Female 51 (85.0)
Average (year) 59.23£10.15
1 (16)
Age 40 ~ 49 10 (16.6)
5 ~ 59 22 (36.6)
60 ~ 69 17 (28.3)
10 (16.6)
Available number 27 (45.0)
0 (0)
Stage 3 (8.1)
2 (74)
22 (55.0)
Available number 47 (78.3)
Operation 22 (46.8)
Treatment history Chemotherapy 25 (53.1)
(overlapping statistics) Radiation therapy 14 (29.7)
TACE 17 (36.1)
Others 2 (42)
2 (4.2)
Available number 58 (96.6)
Combination treatment of Eastern & Western medicine 43 (74.1)
Purpose of the Oriental medical treatment onl 2 (34)
fiyst visit riental medical treatment only )
Hospice care 1 (17
consult only 12 (20.6)
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Available number 43 (71.6)
Hepatitis B 21 (48.8)
Hepatitis C 4 (9.3)
Past history Liver cirrhgsis 15 (34.8)
Hypertension 7 (16.2)
Diabetes Mellitus 6 (13.9)
Cancer 6 (13.9)
none 5 (11.6)
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Table 2. Characteristics of Herbal Medicine Treatment
for Cancer Patients

e Number of

Distributions patients (%)
Inpatients 30 (50.0)
Acupuncture 6 (76.6)
Cupping 3 (71.6)
Treatment ¢ ibustion 6 (76.6)
steam inhale 9 (48.3)
HAD 20 (33.8)
. MAD 9 (32.2)
Medication Herbal decoction 7 (28.8)
Herbal extract 3 (38.9)
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Table 3. Distribution of Herbal Extract

Name L

(%)
Hyangsapyeongwi-san (FWFEHED 6 (187)
Banhasasim-tang (FEELE) 5 (15.6)
Samso-eum (ZHRER) 3 (9.3)
Oryeong-san (TL%5ER) 3 (9.3)
Sikyengbanha-tang (SEMEEE %) 2 (6.2)
Hyunggaeyenkyo-tang (Fi7eH43#i5) 2 (6.2)
Pamiiiwhang-hwan O\BHEA) 2 (6.2)
Herbal  Sanjoin-extract (BeEA-K) 2 (6.2)
extract  Daewhajung-eum (KRFIHER) 1 (3.1)
Socheongryong-tang (VNadEd) 1 (3.1)
Hyeongbangpaedok-san GHibsE@ERD 1 (3.1)
Yeongyopaedock-san CE#GERD 1 (3.1)
Hwangryunhaedok-tang (O8RS 1 (3.1)
Orim=san (FL#KER) 13D
Soshiho-tang (/INEERE) 131

Total 32
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Table 4. Chief Complaints
Distributions

Number of patients (%)

Abdominal discomfort 1 (68.3)
General weakness 0 (50.0)
Pain 9 (31.6)
Dyspnea 3 (5.0)
Others™ 9 (15.0)

* . squama, cough, motor weakness, headache, edema,
jaundice, jaw problem
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A1 3xpe] FAZES AgEd 2R B9 o
18-S 348 A= F 227(73.3%) °19 L,
olojx IAEZ 159 (50.0%), 2823 27 (6.6%),
7el ool AHo] W FHoz <& 7g FAES
$ 435 oH(Table 8).
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Table 5. General Characteristics of 30 Inpatients

Number of

Characters Distributions patients

(%)

Number 30

Gender Male 5 (13.7)
Female 25 (86.2)
Average (year) 59.89+8.92

40 0 (0)

Age 40~49 4 (13.3)
50~59 14 (46.6)

60~69 6 (20.0)

>70 6 (20.0)

I 0

Il 3 (6.8)

Stage Il 2 (103)
I\ 24 (82.7)
Operation 13 (43.3)
Chemotherapy 12 (40.0)

Tﬁzgg;;nt Radiation therapy 8 (26.6)
(overlapping TACE 11 (33.3)
statistics) . Others g

(injection, paracentesis)
None 2 (6.6)

Combination treatment of
Fastern & Western medicine 27 (90.0)

Purpose of
the fﬁ"st visit Oriental medical 2 (6.6)
treatment only
Hospice care 1 (3.3)
Hepatitis B 17 (56.6)
Hepatitis C 2 (6.6)
Liver cirrhosis 8 (26.6)
Past history Hypertension 6 (20.0)
Diabetes Mellitus 6 (20.0)
Cancer 3 (10.0)
none 4 (13.3)
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Table 6. Characteristics of Herbal Medicine Treatment
for Cancer Patients

e Number of
Distributions patients (%)
Inpatients 30
Acupuncture 30 (100.0)
Cupping 9 (96.6)
Treatment Moxibustion 3 (93.3)
steam inhale 5 (50.0)
HAD 18 (60.0)
. MAD 7 (56.6)
Medication Herbal decoction 5 (50.0)
Herbal extract (36.6)

Table 7. Distribution of Impatients’ Herbal Extract

Name Number

(%)
Hyunggaeyenkyo-tang (Fi-E8h%5;) 2 (12.5)
Banhasasim-tang (“£EIELE) 2 (12.5)
Oryeong-san (TLA7ER) 2 (125
Pamiiwhang-hwan O\BR#EAR) 2 (12.5)
Samso-eum (ZHRER) 2 (12.5)
Herbal Orim-san (FL#KED) 1 (6.2)
extract  Sanjoin-extract (FEZH~K) 1 (6.2)
Hyangsapyeongwi-san (ZWPFEE) 1 (6.2)
Hyeongbangpaedok-san GRiFREERD 1 (6.2)
Yeongyopaedock-san GERITH D 1 (6.2)
Soshiho-tang (/INERRE;) 1 (6.2)

Total 16

Table 8. Chief Complaints

Distributions Number of patients (%)
Total number 30
Abdominal discomfort 22 (73.3)
General weakness 22 (73.3)
Pain 15 (50.0)
Dyspnea 2 (6.6)
Others* 7 (23.3)

* . squama, cough, motor weakness, headache, edema,
jaundice, jaw problem
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