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ABSTRACT

This study examines history, usage, and spatial change of Cheoldo Park and its significance in the park planning in
the Japanese colonial period focusing on the concept of a sports park. Cheoldo Park was verified as the first newly planned
park built during the Japanese colonial period and continuously appeared in the official planning documents with different
names and areas as a new planned park. This suggest that changes of Cheoldo Park reveal the important conceptual transition
in the park planning. Activities in the park were understood by analyzing news paper articles and pictures, while spatial
changes of the park were analyzed through maps and aerial photos. Changes in a park planning process were examined
through analyzing the planning documents and maps. Cheoldo Park was opened in 1915 as a supporting facility of the
Yongsan rail company residence complex. As Cheoldo Park became one of the urban parks of Gyeongseong in 1925,
it had functioned as one of the main sports complexes of Gyeongseong. Although a sports park was suggested as a new
type of urban park in the 1930’s park plan, the programmatic aspect of a sports park was not distinctly defined yet. Cheoldo
Park was not regarded as a sports park in the 1930’s park plan. As a sports park was distinguished from other types
of urban parks pro grammatically in the 1930s, the city tried to transform Cheoldo Park into a sports park. In the park
plan of 1940, with major spatial expansion, Cheoldo Park became Ichon Park to be a main large park and sports park
of Gyeongseong. Cheoldo Park contributed to the establishing a new direction of modern park planning, shifting from
planning focus on quantitative improvement to qualitative improvement of urban parks. It also provided a realistic model
to implement the park plans to overcome various limitations of the Japanese colonial period.
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Table 1. Parks of Gyeongseong in planning documents and designation method

No. Name(Opening) Opening year Name (Renamed) Renaming year Designation method

1 |HanyangNamsan Park(#9Pe4-5-¢)) | 1897 | Namsan Park(¥H4* 1932 ?Apg;‘;‘sgi:ggnoi ff‘zgiaﬁgfest

2 |Pagoda Park(¥22ths-¢1) 1897 Appropriation of former park

3 |Mancheol Park(7Hd3-¢1) 1915 Railway Park(2 =% 1925 New construction

4 |Jangchungdan Park(F5w3-¢) 1919 Appropriation of former spaces of Korean Empire

5 |Hullyeonwon Park(FHA2¢) 1919 Gyeongseong Field(AA 57 1932 Appropriation of former spaces of Korean Empire

6 |Sajikdan Park(AHetE4d) 1922 Appropriation of former spaces of Korean Empire

7 |Hyochangwon Park(Z%-93¢) 1924 Hyochang Park(&339) 1940 Appropriation of former spaces of Korean Empire

8 |Samcheong Park(AE) 1934 Appropriation of natural forest

9 | Anjeong Park(34+¢) 1935 New construction
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Table 2. Cheoldo Park in planning documents

Year Type Name Address Area(m?)
Mancheol Park

1925 (029) 24,985

1927 24,985

1928 Park Hangang-tong [ 9 go5

(F4) (QIASS TR
1930 24,941
Cheoldo Park
1932 (AE29) 24,985
1936 24,985
Sports Field
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Figure 1. Aerial photo of Cheoldo Park in the late 1920s
Source: Gyeongseong-bu (1928) Urban Planning Survey of Gyeongseong

Figure 2. Cheoldo Park in 1927

Source: Yongsan urban map(&4FA171E) (1927)
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Figure 4. Cheoldo Park in 1955

Source: Seoul road map(A&EHA7}E)
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Figure 5. Cheoldo Park in 1950s
Source: Seoul road map(A&A)7HA %)

Figure 6. Overlap map of Cheoldo Park
Source: Grand Gyeongseong view(1936)+ NGII(2015) +Google map(2016)
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Table 3. New paper articles of Cheoldo Park

Date Name Summary Article Event
o 30 types of sports game held for Sports
1920.04.19 | Maeilshinbo Manchuria Rail co. event
. Baseball game between Albani tam Baseball
192007.05 Dongailbo and Yongsan rail team in Cheoldo park | game
1921.03.06 | Maeilshinbo |\ OeR Society factory and park Tour
tour (Figure 8)
1921.06.20 | Maeilshinbo | Three days photo exhibition Exhibition
Baseball game between Tokyo Baseball
1921.07.18 | Dongailbo |Choson YMCA team and Whimoon
. game
high school
Baseball game sponsored by Dongailbo Baseball
1921.10.29 | Dongailbo |and Choson Athletic Asoociation in
New Yongsan Cheoldo Park game
1922.06.24 | Meilshinbo | 22502l game between Navy and | Baseball
Manchuria Rail co. game
L. Refugee
195,07 12 | Maeilshinbo | M0 200 flood victims of flood to 1 P
Cheoldo Park.
flood
The first national baseball league
. between Osung and Rail youth club | Baseball
19300413 | Dongailbo was held in Yongsan Cheoldo Park, game
June, 30, 1915,
A phonograph festival and music Music
1931.06.30 | Dongailbo |concert were held sponsored by a
T concert
Gyeongsong phonograph association.
Choson ice hockey asssociation is
1932.01.13 | Dongailbo |planned to practice at a pond in Ice hockey
Cheoldo Park.
19340930 | Dongailbo A memgrlal 'cer.emony for rail Memorial
corporation victims ceremony
Postponed yoth soccer games for is
. planned to held in Cheoldo Park, Soccer
19341102 | Dongailbo Choson national sports competition game
sponsored by Dongailbo.
Swimming lesson for a women's Swimmin
1935.07.24 | Dongailbo |society in the pool in Yongsan I g
Cheoldo Park esson
A memorial ceremony and sports Memorial
1935.10.01 | Dongailbo |game memorizing rail corporation
" ceremony
victims
. A train exhibition is planned in the o
198512151 Dongalbo | o cevm through the Chealdo Park | =X PIHOR
1939.0021 | Dongailbo A mempnal geremony for rail Memorial
corporation victims ceremony
A memorial ceremony and sports Memorial
1939.10.05 | Dongailbo gtarr.le memorizing rail corporation ceremnony
victims
A memorial ceremony and sports M Sl
1943.08.28 | Maeilshinbo | game memorizing rail corporation emoria
ceremony

victims

of HA| FAE, G ANA7A 2k Aoz Hdrk(Figure 9
7}:],}_)18).
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Figure 7. The baseball game in Cheoldo Park
Source: Dongailbo, 1930.4.13.

Figure 8. Cheoldo park tour
Source: Maeilshinbo 1921.3.6.
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Source: Seoul History Achieve(ZAF-3-AAEE), SMG(1968) Masterplan
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