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Abstract

While there have been many previous studies showing that an entrepreneur's personal characteristics have a significant impact on his
intention to start a business, there was relatively little research on the inherent mechanisms for this. Recent researches show that
entrepreneur's personal characteristics affect the entrepreneurial intention through entrepreneurial attitude and perceived behavioral control,
rather than directly.

This study carried out empirical research on 233 Chinese university students on what personal characteristics affect the entrepreneurial
intention of Chinese university students, who are actively engaged in start-up activities recently. Based on the theory of planned behavior,
we set entrepreneurial attitude and perceived behavioral control as important variables that shape the entrepreneurial intention and formed
a model and hypotheses that personal characteristics of a potential entrepreneur(leadership, planning, innovation, sociality) affect the
entrepreneurial intention through these two variables. We verified these hypotheses by regression analysis and structural equation model.

The analysis confirmed that for Chinese university students the entrepreneurial attitude and perceived behavioral control were important
antecedent variables that shape the entrepreneurial intention. It was also shown that leadership and innovation have a positive influence
on the entrepreneurial attitude, while leadership and planning raise the level of perceived behavioral control. As a result, leadership forms
the entrepreneurial intention through the entrepreneurial attitude and perceived behavior control, and innovation affects the entrepreneurial
intention through the entrepreneurial attitude, while planning affects the entrepreneurial intention through perceived behavior control.
Therefore, entrepreneurship education that emphasizes leadership, innovation and planning is required for Chinese college students as a

potential entrepreneur. These three factors could also be important personal characteristics when choosing a potential entrepreneur.

KeyWords: Entrepreneurial Attitude, Perceived Behavioral Control, Entrepreneurial Intention, Personal Characteristics, Leadership,

Planning, Innovativeness, Sociality, Chinese university students
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