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ABSTRACT

Busan Metropolitan City, a research site of this study, was promoted to a metropolitan
city in 1995 with the implementation of the local autonomy system, and the overall
change was made as it absorbed the surrounding areas to address the shortage of
population and space. Twenty—five years after the introduction of the local autonomy
system, it is necessary to diagnose whether balanced development of the entire city is
being made in accordance with the reorganization of the metropolitan city in terms of
spatial structure. In this study, changes in spatial structure and regional characteristics
were analyzed by applying population potential, which means potential for future spatial
interaction, in time and space. According to the analysis, the development was taking
place around the center area and the sub—center established by the urban master plan,
but Gangseo—gu and Gijang—gun, which were incorporated in the past, remained
stagnant. In addition, it was shown that the spatial expansion of the city was suppressed
by the green belt surrounding the city. However, in other regions where the green belt
is located, the city has been expanded, which is different from Gijang—gun or
Gangseo—gu, which was incorporated into the metropolitan city. Therefore, the cause of
the decline in incorporated areas should not be limited to the institutional dimension of
land use regulation. Growth management and balanced development plans will be
necessary for the development of declining old downtowns and underdeveloped
incorporated areas.

KEYWORDS : Population Potential, Metropolitan City, Transformation of Spatial Structure,
Spatial Statistics, Balanced Development
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