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m Abstract

A Study on Maewoldang, Kim Si-seup’s
Maniac Tendency

Jo Min-hwan
Professor, Academy of East Asian Studies, Sungkyunkwan University

This paper is a study of Kim Si—seup’s maniacal tendency. The
properties of mania can be divided into two categories. One is
mental mania wherein the mind has fallen into madness, and the
other is morphological mania wherein madness is revealed in real
world actions. This thesis analyzes two aspects of the madness of
Kim Si—seup, who showed madness in the morphological
dimension as well as madness of the mind in the Joseon Dynasty.
One notion that is analyzed is ‘Longing to never return’, and the
other is ‘To live in obscurity, yet practice wonders.” Kim Si—seup
was a promising talent when he was young and was a so—called
“Infant prodigy.” However, when ‘Saejo’ took the throne of
‘Danjong,” he left the house on the road to ‘burn all the books’
and became a monk as a way of disappearing from the world.
Thereafter, Kim Si—seup gave up on the test to become a
bureaucrat and lived in hiding while doing strange things while he
falsely pretended to be “crazy.” He never felt regret hearing
others describe him as a strange person. He lived a life of not
returning to the mundane world for a long time as he traveled
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through famous mountains and streams. Also, he pursued a life in
‘the world outside the world without any greed. Sometimes he
expresses his own free spirit and madness through poetry with
‘what he talks about’ and ‘wonderful words.” This life was far
from a form of neutralization aesthetics achieved by pursuing a
‘gentle and magnanimous’ life as claimed by Confucian scholars.
Kim Si—seup, sometimes referred to as ‘a maniac with mental
clarity,” directed his efforts at ‘false maniacal behavior, ‘weird
behavior,” ‘life pursuing the world outside the world,” and ‘life of
breaking off one’s relationship with the world.” This maniac—like
life of Kim Si—seup was not crazy but conveyed a deep desire to
criticize the absurd reality of Joseon society at the time.
Regarding Kim Si—seup, Li Hwang criticizes him for wishing ‘to
live in obscurity yet practice wonders.” Unlike Li Hwang, Yi Yi,
who wrote 7he Records of Kim Si—seup when commissioned to
do so by Sun Jo, positively evaluated Kim Si—seup as “a
Confucian who followed Buddhism.” Although the contents of these
evaluations of Kim Si—seup were different, both agreed that Kim
Si—seup was a maniacally—oriented individual. Kim Si—seup, who
was mentally maniacal and morphological maniacal, represents a
unique case in the study history of the Joseon Dynasty, wherein
the ‘the doctrines of Zhu Zi' exerted great influence.

Key Words: Kim Si-seup, Maewoldang, Maniac Tendency, Proactive in
Action, Long Not to Return, To Live in Obscurity, And Yet
Practice Wonders
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