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m Abstract

The Concept of Divine Beings Coined
by Jeungsan Kang Il-Sun

Kim Tak

Appointment Researcher, Songgwang Temple Museum.

Jeungsan, Kang I11—Sun (hereafter, Jeungsan)’s perspective on
divine beings can be characterized by the philosophical notion of
divinity, which recognizes a variety of divine entities. Jeungsan
insisted that all things embrace divine entities. Furthermore, he
claimed that the backgrounds of all incidents were influenced by
these gods. Jeungsan thought that the universe consists of the
heavenly realm, the earthly realm and the underground realm. He
insisted that there were many gods in each realm.

And Jeungsan defined his times as the era of divine beings,
which meant that the age was a time for divine beings to actively
interact with one another and take the lead in world affairs.
Divine beings were briskly involved in human affairs and could
either reciprocate gratitude or attain revenge. They were also
divine beings that could change the acts and perception of humans
as well as judge human acts.

However, Jeungsan predicted that by the time the paradisiacal

land of immortals was established in the Later World, divine
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beings would instead run errands for humans. In addition, he
forecast that divine beings would be entities likely to harbor
grievances just like humans, yet they would ultimately become
perfected beings in the Later World.

Jeungsan further suggested a multitude of various concepts such
as the mutual relationship wherein the realm of divine beings and
the realm of humanity interrelate with each other, the mutual
responses and functions between them, mutual itineration,
co—existence, and the homogeneity of divine beings and humans,
which described how both have the same innate characteristics.
Jeungsan proposed the concept that ‘Divinity is an existential state
experienced after one’s death.” In this regard, he is the one who
formulated a new perspective of divinity.

Moreover, Jeunsan stressed the immortality of humans
(continuity or eternality) and the co—existence of divine beings
and humans. He emphasized that divinity is intrinsically immanent
and the realm of divine beings has a hierarchical system that
maintains order and is akin to that of the human realm. Jeungsan
recognized a revolutionary change and perspective based on
humanity by suggesting a unique view of humanity. In other
words, he was a religious figure who introduced an ingenious view
of divinity and dramatically transformed this pattern of reasoning.
In conclusion, Jeungsan re—interpreted traditional views of divinity
in Korea and systemized them into a new concept of divinity in

an ingenious way.
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