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Women’s Religious Engagement at Daesoon Jinrihoe’s
Yeoju Headquarters

Li Yuchen. Professor, National ChengChi University, Taiwan.

Abstract: Previous scholars have studied Daesoon Jinrihoe mainly through its
scriptures and doctrines; however, in this essay I have combined data from
a questionnaire with interviews I conducted to observe women’s religious
engagement from their own perspectives. I conducted my fieldwork from
October 23 to 26 at Yeoju Headquarters in Korea and received 81
questionnaire replies. This ongoing project will shed light on the niche for
women in Korean new religious movements.

This essay is divided into three parts. First, I reviewed 5 articles on general
attitudes towards women within Daesoon Jinrihoe to serve as a doctrinal
introduction. Second, I used the Ladies Club, the Women’s Assenbly of the
Department of Social Welfare, and female students from the Inter- national
Volunteers Association to better understand women’s participation and education
in Daesoon Jinrihoe on an institutional level. Third, I issued a questionnaire in
order to learn respondents’ sex, age, educational background, and birth place
and used those data points determine patterns in how the above influence
religious participation and positions in Daesoon Jinrihoe. My investigation
showed that both the self-expectation and division of labor among the followers
at Yeoju Headquarter were affected by and corresponded to social gender roles.
Moreover, the emphasis on missionary work rather than centralized hierarchy
contributed to a reduction in the influence of gender-segregation and led to
relative coherence in terms of gender relations within Daesoon Jinrihoe.

Key words: Daesoon Jinrihoe, Yeoju Headquarter, indigenous Korean religion,
women’s religious engagement, questionnaire methodology
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