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m Abstract

Issues Involving the Relationship between Religion
and the Anti-Japanese Independence Movement:
A Case Study of Mugeukdo

Ko Byoung-chul

Senior Researcher, The Academy of Korean Studies

Ever since gaining liberation in 1945, Korean society has
constantly recalled memories of Japan's invasion and Korea's
anti—Japanese movements for an independent state (AMIS). In the
process, a small number of new religious groups were also
identified as main subjects within AMIS. However, the logic
necessary to connect these religious groups with AMIS was still
weak. In order to solve this situation academically, the purpose of
this article is to illuminate the activities of Mugeukdo (ZEAREH)
and Jo Jeongsan (#8541L) through the lens of AMIS and to reflect
on the issues that will arise when linking the religion with AMIS.
Regarding this purpose, this article analyzed the internal and
external data collected by Daesoon Jinrihoe (F3KEIE€) about Jo
Jeongsan and Mugeukdo's activities linked to AMIS. Later, this
paper presents several tasks for future research on this subject
matter.

Specifically, according to Chapter I, the AMIS of Jo Jeongsan
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and Mugeukdo were generally centered on resistance at the family
level, Jo Jeongsan's order to participate in the March 1st
Movement, and Mugeukdo's industrial activities. In Chapter I, I
reviewed the contents of Chapter II using Daesoon Jinrihoe's
external materials. According to the results of the review, future
research is required to discover and cross—check materials related
to the AMIS of Jo Jeongsan and Mugeukdo believers. Likewise,
further research is needed to highlight the theory of the
enthronement of emperor (CKR&4H:%) and the Great Opening of
the later world (%°KBARE) in terms of AMIS. These efforts can
make contributions that increase the credibility of Daesoon
Jinrihoe’s internal data on the AMIS of Jo Jeongsan and Mugeukdo
and expand the periphery of AMIS as it relates to certain
religious groups.

Subsequently, in Chapter IV, I present three items for reflecting
upon the connection between certain religious groups and AMIS.
The first is that criteria for establishing the category of AMIS is
necessary to determine whether religious activities can be
included. Second, reductionist approaches make it difficult to
explain the reasons why some of the people who participated in
AMIS did so while forming ‘new religious movements, and why
these groups have maintained their religious identity even after
liberation was achieved in 1945. Third, it is necessary to
distinguish between the primary and the secondary dimensions to
elaborate on the connection between these religions and AMIS.
This means that researchers should be expected to look at
whether the activities in question are based on a religious

worldview and whether the goal of the activities is the realization



of AMIS or the implementation of some aspect of that religious
worldview.

In the future, considering the mechanisms that make AMIS
memorable in Korea, religious groups and religious studies should
take greater interest in discovering and accumulating data that
facilitates research on these topics. At the same time, effort
should be made to find the basis for AMIS within religious
worldviews. It can also be made possible through specific interest
in further elaboration on the various AMIS—related activities of Jo

Jeongsan and Mugeukdo.

Key Words: Daesoon Jinrihoe (JG&IFEFIE), Mugeukdo ({6 Mugeukdaedo),
Jo Jeongsan (iffilil; Jo Cheoljae), Anti-Japanese Movements
for an Independent State, Religion, the Great Opening of the
Later World (#% /R, Hucheongaebyeok), The Theory of
Enthronement of Emperor (K §-E-4iii5)
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