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A Comparison on the Representation of the Celestial of
the Ninth Heaven in The Canonical Scripture versus The
Scripture of the Jade Pivot

Ho Jinchyuan*, Chen Meihua**, & Tsai Peifen***
* Executive Secretary, Yonghe Danxin Hongdao Association, Taiwan.
** Chairman, Taiwan Association for Religious Studies, Taiwan.
*** Associate Professor, Asian University, Taiwan.

Abstract: In Taiwanese Daoism, the Celestial Worthy of the Ninth
Heaven, Responder, Thunderbolt-bearer, and Transformer of the Universe
(LRI CTRE (L) is the highest deity in the Thunder Ministry. In
the the Korean new religion, Daesoon Jinrihoe (AICELFEE), he is the
Supreme God. However, since the Celestial Worthy of the Ninth Heaven,
Responder, Thunderbolt-bearer, and Transformer of the Universe has the
same name in these two traditions, it naturally leads people to wonder
whether or not they can be considered the same deity. Or failing that, it
could still be asked, to what extent are these two deities related? Or it
could further be asked what meaning does the Celestial Worthy of the
Ninth Heaven, Responder, Thunderbolt-bearer, and Transformer of the
Universe have in these two religions? Anyhow, all such questions depend
on first establishing a greater degree of basic clarity.

Religious scripture can serve as a cornerstone in gaining such basic
clarity. Scripture almost invariably contains information regarding the
divine nature, divine authority, and sacrosanctity of deities reflective of
what is understood by the devotees of those religions. Clues on the
precise nature of these key attributes of deity-depiction can be drawn out
of scriptural accounts, and as such, the research presented in this paper
will begin by comparing two relevant scriptures. The representative
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scriptures highlighted in this paper will be The Canonical Scripture (JIA5)
of Daesoon Jinrihoe and The Scripture of the Jade Pivot (ENaEFRE) of
Zhengyi (Orthodox Unity, 1-—) Daoism. These scriptures will serve as
the basis for exploration and analysis of the divine attributes of the
Celestial Worthy of the Ninth Heaven, Responder, Thunderbolt-bearer, and
Transformer of the Universe in terms of his divine nature, divine
authority, and sacrosanctity. By comparing these two scriptural accounts of
his divine attributes, the similarities and differences that arise can be
properly explored.

This paper endeavors to clarify the ultimate purpose of ‘the Celestial
Worthy of the Ninth Heaven, Responder, Thunderbolt-bearer, and Transformer
of the Universe.” In this paper, the first step will be an exploration of
scriptural analysis. The contents of this paper is roughly divided into four
sections. The first section is an exploration of the general contents of the two
scriptures, including their origin, contents, and value. The second section
focuses on the three main divine attributes of the Celestial Worthy of the
Ninth Heaven, Responder, Thunderbolt-bearer, and Transformer of the
Universe: his divine nature, divine authority, and sacrosanctity. The third
section will compare the depictions of the deity in the two scriptural accounts
in terms of those three attributes. Lastly, the deity’s evolutionary history in
both religions is shown and compared and final remarks are made on the
contemporary value of the Celestial Worthy of the Ninth Heaven, Responder,
Thunderbolt-bearer, and Transformer of the Universe.

Keywords: The Celestial Worthy of the Ninth Heaven, The Canonical
Scripture, The Scripture of the Jade Pivot, Daesoon Jinrihoe
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