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‘Part’ vs. “Whole’: Comparison between the Socially
Underprivileged and the Whole Population in Terms of Inter-
regional Disparities in Quality of Life*

Park, In-Kwon™*
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Abstract: This study aims to compare the differences between the socially underprivileged and the population as
a whole in terms of the quality of life gap between the Seoul metropolitan and non-capital regions based on the ca-
pabilities approach. To this end, we selected indicators that can measure nine dimensions of capabilities, such as in-
come, housing, health, and social relations, calculated indicator values for the socially underprivileged and the whole
population, and standardized them. The Wilcoxon signed-rank test and the SUR model were used for comparative
analysis. The results show that there are significant differences in the disparities between the Seoul metropolitan and

non-capital regions between the socially underprivileged and the entire population, and the differences are generally
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consistent in the most unfavorable direction for the socially underprivileged in the non-capital regions. In addition,

the gap between the Seoul metropolitan and non-capital regions is not large from the point of view of the total pop-

ulation average, but the inter-regional gap is still significant from the viewpoint of the socially underprivileged. These

results show the limitations of ‘average’ regional policies based on an analysis of the average of the total population,

and the study is significant to illustrate the ecological errors that may arise in regional problem analysis.

Key Words: Socially underprivileged, inter-regional disparities, capabilities approach, place prosperity, people

prosperity, ecological errors
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