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Case Report of Partial Remission of End-stage Pancreatic Cancer Patient with Liver
Metastasis Treated with Chemotherapy and Integrated Medicine Therapy

Eun-bi Ko, Kwon-jun Jang, Ju-young Jang, Mi-hwa Song, Kwang-soon Shin
Jangdeuk Korean Medicine Hospital

ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study reports on the effect of Integrative Medicine Therapy (IMT) on a patient with pancreatic cancer
with liver metastasis.

Methods: One pancreatic cancer with liver metastasis patient was treated using IMT in conjunction with Gemcitabine/Abraxane
since September 2019. The cycle was repeated every four weeks for a total of 11 times. At the same time, the patient was
treated with IMT. Tumor size was measured by scanning with Computed Tomography (CT). Adverse events were evaluated
using the National Cancer Institute Common Terminology Criteria for Adverse Events (NCI-CTCAE), version 5.0.

Results: After treatment with Gemcitabine/Abraxane and IMT for eight months, the size of the body and tail of the
cancer tumor and several hepatic metastatic regions decreased (partial response, [PR]). size. and number of multiple nodules
in both lungs decreased. No evidence of newly developed metastatic lesions was found. The patient has maintained a good
treatment outcome and has shown prolonged overall survival.

Conclusions: This case demonstrates that treatment with IMT may have substantial benefits for patients with end-stage
pancreatic cancer.

Key words: pancreatic cancer, Gemcitabine/Abraxane, chemotherapy, integrative medicine therapy (IMT), Korean herbal
medicine
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Fig. 1. Comparison of computed tomography (CT) images before and after treatment.

A (2019/9/5) -

1. Pancreatic cancer, body and distal tail. (3.7x3.7x3.3 c¢m)

2. Multiple liver meta. whole segments of both lobes except caudate lobe.

B (2019/11/6) :

1. Markedly improving pancreas body tail cancer. (2.5x3.8x1.2 cm)

2. Markedly improving multiple hepatic metastasis at both lobe.

C (20207372) -

1. More decreased extent of pancreas body/tail cancer. (3.3x(0.8 cm on axial image)
2. Equivocal size of multiple hepatic metastasis in both lobes.
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Fig. 2. The results of imaging examination.

A 1 2019/09/05, B = 2019/11/06, C - 2020/05/02
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Table 2. Laboratory Findings
2019.09.05 2019.10.28 2019.12.30 2020.03.23
WBC (*10°/uL) 12.91 4.34 5.69 1.43
RBC (*105/uL) 4.5 3.15 3.92 3.32
Plt (*10°/uL) 193 120 318 90
Albumin (g/dL) 3.9 3.9 4.1 39
Total bilirubin 1 0.51 0.38 0.41
AST (U/L) 32 14 22 15
ALT (U/L) 65 16 20 13
ALP (U/D 276 69 111 9
BUN (mg/dL) 12 175 12.1 8.8
Creatinine (mg/dL) 0.51 0.6 0.56 0.52
CRP (mg/dL) 0.96 0.34 0.53 0.22
CEA (ng/mL) 32.01 : 1.2 5
Cal9-9 (U/mL) 212000 276 300
*WBC : white blood cell, TRBC : red blood cell, ¥AST : aspartate aminotransferase, SALT : alanine aminotransferase,
IALP : alkaline phosphatase, JBUN : blood urea nitrogen, **CRP: C-reactive protein, TTCEA : carcinoembryonic

antigen, ¥¥CA 19-9 : carcinoma antigen 19-9
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Fig. 4. Clinical symptoms progress : symptom
intensity was measured by numeric rating
scale and ECOG group.
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