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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to discuss what the incorporation of humanistic imagination into mathematics
means to mathematics education and to suggest implications for mathematics education in school mathematics.
Traditionally, mathematics has been perceived to be far from our life problems because it targets logical and pure
abstract thinking. According to international mathematics and science studies such as TIMSS and PISA, Korean
students have relatively high mathematics achievement in the international research, but their attitude toward
mathematics is very negative and their awareness of why they are learning mathematics and their satisfaction
with life is low. In mathematics education, linking mathematics with humanities imagination allows students to
view problems of human life from a humanities perspective, and to have an understanding of others and reflect on
themselves from a new perspective. The researcher introduces several examples of whether mathematics and
humanistic imagination can be combined for mathematics education. In this study, the ultimate reason for learning
mathematics is to achieve leamers to realize the principles of life or Dharma, and to live a happier life. However,
in order to expand its rich meaning by making these new attempts in mathematics education, the researcher
argued that tolerance and patience are needed for many challenges and difficulties in improving the quality of
mathematics content itself including applying humanistic imagination to mathematics properly.
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