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An Analysis of Changes in Korean Online-game Market
: Focusing on Azuma Hiroki's Postmodern Consumption Theory
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Abstract

This study analyzed changes in Korean online-game market from RPG to MOBA and FPS/TPS genre,
based on Azuma Hiroki's database consumption theory. After selecting the representative game for
each genre: World of Warcraft, League of Legends, and Overwatch, we analyzed the games’ story,
characters, progress, and simulacre produced by game users. The results of this study confirmed that
changes in popular genre in the domestic online-game market proceed from consumers’ verging toward
database consumption. We also found that Korean game users prefer smaller stories and characters
based on database, and that consumers have produced more rigorous simulacre than those in other
cultural areas and re—databased it for next consumption. This study is the first to analyze changes in
the domestic online-game market and adds a contribution to the literature in terms of incorporating
Azuma Hiroki’s consumption theory into the domestic game market.
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