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[Abstract]

The scalability problem inherent in collaborative filtering-based recommender systems has been an

issue in related studies during past decades. Clustering is a well-known technique for handling this
problem, but has not been actively studied due to its low performance. This paper adopts a clustering
method to overcome the scalability problem, inherent drawback of collaborative filtering systems.
Furthermore, in order to handle performance degradation caused by applying clustering into collaborative
filtering, we take two strategies into account. First, we use fuzzy clustering and secondly, we propose
and apply a similarity estimation method based on user preference for movie genres. The proposed
method of this study is evaluated through experiments and compared with several previous relevant
methods in terms of major performance metrics. Experimental results show that the proposed
demonstrated superior performance in prediction and rank accuracies and comparable performance to the

best method in our experiments in recommendation accuracy.

» Key words: Collaborative Filtering, Recommender System, Similarity Measure, Scalability Problem,

Fuzzy Clustering
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I. Introduction

=0l JE g4 Altjof] Bl AMBAIES Wk
255k ﬂ W AR S iﬂlopﬂ Fot. o]
oj2}&2 slldsty] st 7V 2] diAl Wigo] &

AlAEl(recommender system)o]CH1][2]. &4 A]A
12 Ot 2ofollA] AAZ U8 54 508 35
AB|A FR0|, A, &9, of38, o5 9] o7} Qloh
3 A|AEIS] AR|AR] 1 Wi o2 A U 7|5 I
E{2(content-based filtering, CBF)at =R
(collaborative filtering, CF)& 7|202 o|59 AA
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network-based) 5°] 7% cH2][4].
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ARl ZAlo| B2 tjefet sfiAMo] ARO[ olE =
o] Eo|7t E5ll(Singular value decomposition, SVD),
28 B4 (Principle component analysis, PCA), H]9]
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II. Related Works
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III. The Proposed Scheme

1. Estimation of Genre Preference
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Table 1. User-item rating matrix

item

i i2 i3 i4 i5 i6 i7

user
u 3 5 5 - - -
v - - 3 4 2 4 2

Table 2. Item-genre matrix

o Z™ g1 | 92 | 93 | 04 | o5 | g6 | o7 | o8
i v - - - - - - -
i2 - - v v - - - -
i3 - v v v - - - -
i4 - - - v - v v -
i5 - - - v v - - v
i6 - - - - - v - -
i7 - - - - - - - v

Table 3. User-genre preference matrix

genre

user gl | 92 | g3 | g4 | g5 | g6 | g7 | g8
u 4 | 1/4 | 2/4 | 3/4 0 | 14| 14| O
v 0 | 1/5]1/5|3/5| 15 |2/5|1/5]| 2/5
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2. Genre Preference Similarity
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3. Fuzzy Clustering Algorithm
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Table 4. Notations used by our fuzzy clustering algorithm

Notation Description
N number of iterations
£ lower bound of differences between membership degrees over two consecutive iterations
C total number of clusters
Wk membership degree of user u of cluster k
Ck center of cluster k
f%g center of cluster k for genre g with respect to relative rating frequency
G,u,(‘.‘ set of common genres rated by user u and ck
) Cp,
f,u mean of relative genre rating frequencies by u
f(,‘ mean of relative genre rating frequencies of center of cluster j
]
m hyper-parameter to control the fuzziness of the cluster

IV. Experiments

1. Experimental Background

de Ade dlstod I AdolN de] HEE
MovieLens 1M(http://www.grouplens.org)s AAs}t
c}. o] clolElAle 395279] Fejot Jalo] a2 18
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Ho] Resnick's formula[1]S &-85}9tt o] B2 o]
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£ S50l 829 B]2S M Eslo] EACOIEl W A
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FoAHsARol(Mean
Squared Differences, MSD), JMSD[17], K-means(KM),
Self-Organizing Map(SOM), Fuzzy C-means(FCM). &

oL BpHOo FCM-G2 ®7|3H} JMSDE Aldlof AR E
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Table 5. Dataset Description

Feature Value
Number of users (U) 6040
Number of items (I) 3952
Number of ratings per user >20
Total number of ratings (T) 1,000,209
Sparsity level 0.9581
Recommendation threshold 4

2. Results
2.1 Effect of Number of Clusters
2 A7) AIRF vhHol 29 v]w Ol 7]Ee] Z2{AH
B YHE2 22AH 740 gt dso 2 982
7oz deA Qlhj{l]. AAlE 2 =FolA Al Ad
7304 KM} SOMe] Z={AF 7li4of T o5 e

=12

Ir

mu el ¢
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Fig. 1. MAE performance of KM and SOM for varying number of nearest neighbors
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2.2 Performance Evaluation
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V. Conclusions
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