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An integrative review of learning experiences for nursing students in Korea:
Based on qualitative research
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Purpose: In the Fourth Industrial Revolution, nursing education will change in a different way than before. The purpose of
this study was to analyze characteristics of qualitative research on learning experiences for nursing students, and to suggest
directions for nursing education geared to the needs of the future. Methods: An integrative review method was used. Based
on Whittemore & Knafl’s approach, five steps were applied. Results: Eleven papers met the selection criteria and had above
average ratings in quality appraisals. Three characteristics related to the learning experiences of nursing students were derived:
(1) overcoming difficulties in the learning process and concentrating on problem-solving, (2) improving self-efficacy through
experiencing achievement in the learning process, (3) establishing nursing professionalism, (4) identifying the importance of
self-directed and self-reflected learning, and (5) developing teamwork. Conclusion: This review found that various learning
experiences were conducted for practical experience and learner-oriented learning. Nursing students overcame difficulties to
achieve their learning outcomes, and developed their professionalism. Further study is required to comprehensively explore
research including other countries, and the experiences of instructors.
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Screening
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Eligibility

Included

Full-text articles excluded (n=13)
reasons:
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2. Focused on specific themes, not
education experience (n=3)

3. Focused on developing of
education method (n=1)

Y

‘ Studies mcluded for final synthesis (n=11)

RISS=Research Information Sharing Service; KISS=Koreanstudies Information Service System; JKAN=Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing;

JKASNE=Journal of Korean Academic Society of Nursing Education

Figure 1. The preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta—analyses (PRISMA) flow diagram of the articles

retrieved and selection process.
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Table 1. The Description of 11 Eligible Studies (N=11)
No First author Title Design, Reference of Teaching &
’ (year) analysis method  establishing rigour Learning method
Al Yun, S. H. A phenomenological study of the problem-based Phenomenology, Lincoln & Guba Problem-based
(2019). learning (PBL) experience of nursing students. Colaizzi (1978) (1985) learning
A2 Kim, H. Nursing students’ experiences on Team-based Phenomenology, Guba & Lincoln Team-based learning
(2018). Learning. Colaizzi (1978) (1989)
A3 Lee, N. K. Narrative literature class in nursing using emotional No description, Lincoln & Guba Narrative literature
(2018) intelligence Strauss & Corbin (1985) class
(1990)
A4 Kang, H. L. The experiences of human body anatomy No description, No description Experience program
(2017). observations using the Cadaver Model in the Colaizzi (1978)
nursing students.
A5 Kim, Y. J. A study on Flipped learning experience of nursing Phenomenology, No description Flipped learning
(2017). students. Colaizzi (1978)
A6 Chung, S. E. Learning experiences of essentials of fundamental  Interpretive description Thorne (2008) Fundamental nursing
(2017). nursing skills among nursing students: focused on  (Thorne, 2008) lab self-training
lab self-training.
A7 Chin, Y. R.  The learning experiences of nursing students on Grounded theory, Sandelowski (1986) General class
(2017). community health nursing. Strauss & Corbin (community health
(1990) nursing)
A8 Kim, Y. K. Nursing student’s experiences adapting to Grounded theory, Sandelowski (1986) Simulation
(2016). simulation class: An approach with a grounded Strauss & Corbin
theory. (1998)
A9 Park, H J. A qualitative study of nursing students’ experiences No description, No description Simulation
(2016). of hallucination simulation-based education. Content analysis
(Krippendorftf, 2004)
A10 Byun, J. A study on nursing students’ responses to elderly ~ Phenomenology, Guba & Lincoln Experience program
(2016). simulation experience. Colaizzi (1978) (1989)
All Kang, H. Y. Nursing student’s experiences in Team Based Phenomenology, No description Simulation
(2013). simulation Learning. Van Kaam (1969)
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