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Abstract This study was to explore factors determining school-based student health screening
participation. Participants were six health coordinators in West Virginia, the United States. They have
responsibilities in the student health screening and conducted a phone interview. The results are as
follows. First, opt-in of health screening came from the interest in students” health, peer pressure, and
free screening. Second, opt-out of health screening came from the indifference to a school newsletter,
anxiety about an information disclosure, and the fear of drawing blood. Third, the advantage of health
screening was provided for free. Fourth, the primary decision-maker was parents, but sometimes was
children. Fifth, non-family members also influenced on the participation in the health screening.
Therefore, a school newsletter, parents and teachers education, and free screening may be required to

improve the participation rate.
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Table 1. Open—-ended questions for interviews

Open-ended questions

Why do you think parents/guardians allow their child to
participate in the school-based health screening?

2 Why do you think parents/guardians do not allow their child to
participate in the school-based health screening?

3 What advantages exist for parents/guardians to allow their child
to participate in the school-based health screening?

What disadvantages exist for parents/guardians to allow their
4 . . ; )
child to participate in the school-based health screening?

From your experience, who is the primary decision-maker to
5 |whether a child participate in the school-based health
screening, the child or parent/guardians?

From your experience, how much influence do non-family
members have on a child’s participation in the school-based
health screening?
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