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Abstract This study was carried out to find out the acquisition effect by measurement periods of adult
learners learning through English pattern practice. The subjects of this study were divided into adult
learner groups including the learners in their 40s and those who were over 65 and the child group who
were 8 years old as a comparative group. After the subjects had a pre-test at first, person agreement
and tense were instructed though English pattern practice and right after that, they had a post-test.
Then 4 weeks later, they had a delayed test. As a result, the acquisition result of adult learners learning
though English pattern practice showed the largest rise by those in their 40s and the learners of those
over 65. However the adult learners aged over 65 showed the largest drop in delayed test of the reading
comprehension. Based on these results, it is necessary to develop teaching method for adult learners

in consideration of their characters and weak points.
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Age N Percent(%)
8 15 326
40s 16 34.8
over 65 15 32.6
Total 46 100
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Fig. 1. Experimental procedure
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Table 2. Mauchly's Test of Sphericity

- Epsilonb
Within \| Approx.
Subjects Miuwy Chi- | df | Sig. |5l huynh-Lower-
Effect Square use Feldt | bound
Geisser
Time .967 1.391 2 499 | 968 | 1.000 | .500
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Table 3. The result of different age groups on person
agreement and tense

Age Mean Std Deviation N

age group of 8 31.67 2.440 15

Pre— age group of 40s 33.13 2.500 16

test |age group of over 65| 32.00 2.535 15

Total 32.28 2.518 46

age group of 8 43.67 13.819 15

Post- | age group of 40s 57.50 13.540 16
test |age group of over 65| 51.00 11.680 15

Total 50.87 13.996 46

age group of 8 42.33 15.221 15

Delayed | age group of 40s 55.00 12.910 16
test |age group of over 65| 43.67 9.722 15

Total 47.17 13.810 46
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Fig. 2. The width of rise and drop of different age
groups by measuring period
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