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THE 3D BOUSSINESQ EQUATIONS WITH REGULARITY IN
THE HORIZONTAL COMPONENT OF THE VELOCITY

Q1a0 Liu

ABSTRACT. This paper proves a new regularity criterion for solutions
to the Cauchy problem of the 3D Boussinesq equations via one direc-
tional derivative of the horizontal component of the velocity field (i.e.,
(O5u1; Oju2;0) where 4,5 € {1,2,3}) in the framework of the anisotropic
Lebesgue spaces. More precisely, for 0 < T' < oo, if

N

where%+é+%:m€[1,%)and%§a§ﬂ<¥ then the

+

T~
)

)
151 (D] )dt < o,

[0ju2(®)ll Lo
5

TAT
77

m—1’
corresponding solution (u,8) to the 3D Boussinesq equations is regular
on [0,T]. Here, (i,7,7) and (4, 7,;) belong to the permutation group on
the set S3:= {1,2,3}. This result reveals that the horizontal component
of the velocity field plays a dominant role in regularity theory of the
Boussinesq equations.

1. Introduction

The paper is concerned with regularity of solutions to the Cauchy problem
of the following 3D Boussinesq equations
ur+u-Vu=vAu— VP +0e;3, x€R3 t>0,
0; +u- VO =nA0, reR3, t>0,

V-u=0, xr€R3, t>0,
u(z,0) = ug(z), 6(z,0) =0(z), zeR>
Here, u is the fluid velocity, 6 is the scalar temperature and P is the pressure.
ug, B with V - ug = 0 in the sense of distribution are given initial data. es =

(0,0,1). v and 7 are two positive constants. Since the concrete values of v and
1 play no role in our discussion, for simplicity, we set v =n = 1.

(1.1)
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The Boussinesq equations (1.1) is a simple model widely used in the mod-
eling of oceanic and atmospheric motions and play an important role in the
atmospheric sciences (see, e.g., [15]). It has received significant attention in
mathematical fluid dynamics due to its connection to three-dimensional incom-
pressible flows. When 6y is identically zero (or some constant), the equations
(1.1) reduces to the well-known Navier—Stokes equations. It is currently un-
known whether solutions of the initial value problem of the 3D Navier—Stokes
equations or the 3D MHD equations can develop finite time singularities even if
the initial data is sufficiently smooth. The global regularity issue has been thor-
oughly investigated for the 3D Navier—Stokes equations and many important
regularity criteria have been established. The well-known Prodi-Serrin condi-
tion (see [8,18,22]) states that if a weak solution u to the 3D NS equations is in
the class of u € L"(0,T; L*(R®)) with 2 + 2 < 1,3 < s < oo, then u is regular
on (0, T]. Beirao da Veiga [4] established another Prodi-Serrin type criterion on
gradient of the velocity, i.e., Vu € L"(0,T; L*(R?)) with %—4—% < 2,% < 5 < o00.
For more regularity results on solutions to the 3D NS equations subject to
periodic boundary conditions or in the whole space via one component of the
velocity field or via some components of the gradient of velocity, we refer the
readers to see [2,3,5-7,9,16,17,19,26,27] and the references therein. Here we
would like to mention the paper of Zhou-Pokorny [27], the authors established
that the local smooth solution u to the 3D NS equations can be continued past
any time 7" > 0 provided that there holds
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Later, Qian [19] proved the regularity criteria in terms of only one of nine
components of the gradient of velocity field in the framework of anisotropic
Lebesgue spaces, precisely, by using the method introduced in papers [5,6], the
author established that the local smooth solution u of the 3D NS equations
satisfies
T
| [1oasons,
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dt <400
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where%JrlJr%g%,lgagﬂand 2;3‘_1<ﬂ<oo,or
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0 Ti Lmjmk

where%JréJr%§%,1§a§ﬂand2<ﬂ§m,
with 4,5 = 1,2,3 and i # j, then u is smooth up to time 7. Here, we notice
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that the repeated subscripts like j,j do not mean summation in the above
inequalities.

Since (1.1) contains the NS equations as a subsystem, the global regularity
with large initial data is still a challenging open problem although some efforts
have been made for small initial data or axi-symmetric data [1,15]. The devel-
opment of regularity criterion is also of major importance for both theoretical
and practical purposes. Inspired by regularity results of the NS equations and
the MHD equations, regularity criteria via the velocity field of weak solutions
to the Boussinesq equations in different spaces have been obtained in papers
[3,10,11,13,20,21,23,25] and the reference therein. We also refer to [12,14,24]
for more regularity criteria for equations (1.1) via the pressure.

Motivated by the papers cited above, we shall study regularity criterion for
solutions to the Cauchy problems of the 3D Boussinesq equations (1.1) via one
directional derivative of derivative of the horizontal component of the velocity
field (i.e., (O;u1; Ojus2;0) where ¢,j € {1,2,3}) in framework of the anisotropic
Lebesgue spaces in this paper. Before stating our main result, let us recall
the definition of weak solution to (1.1) and the definition of the anisotropic
Lebesgue spaces.

Definition 1.1 (Weak solution). Let (ug,f) € L*(R®) with V -ug = 0,
and T > 0. A function pair (u,#) satisfying (u,0) € C,(0,T;L*(R?)) N
L*(0,T; H'(R?)) is said to be a weak solution of (1.1) if it solves (1.1); 54
in the sense of distributions, and for all 0 < ¢ < T, the following energy in-
equality holds

t
||U('7t)\\%2+||9('at)||%2+2/0 (IVu(, )72 + IVOC, 7)lZ)dr

t
< ||u0||iz+|\90||%2+2//9u3dxdT.
0 JR3

Definition 1.2. For 1 < «,8 < oo, we say that a function f belongs to
LA((R2,, ); LY(R,,) if f is measurable on R?® and the following norm is finite:

8 5
s = (/ (/ |f(x1,x2,a:3)|°‘dx3) dxldx2> .
Layay R2 R

Now, our main result reads as:

(ED

3

Theorem 1.3. Assume the initial data (ug,6y) € H'(R3) with V - uy = 0.
Let T > 0 be given, and (u,0) be the corresponding weak solution of the 3D
Boyssinesq equations (1.1) on (0,T). Then the solution (u, ) remains smooth
up to time t =T, provide that the following condition holds:
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2 1 2 1
(1.2) with;—ka—%-E:mG[Lg)and%§a§5<
Here, (i,1,1) and (j,7,7) belong to the permutation group on the set S3 :=
{1,2,3}.

m—1"

The proof of the regularity criterion (1.2) is provided in the next section.
Throughout the paper, the directional derivatives of a function f are denoted
by 0;f = %(i =1,2,3), the LP(R3)-norm of a function f is denoted by || f||z».
C is the generic positive constant which may depend on the norms of the initial
data and may change from line to line.

2. Proof of Theorem 1.3
In this section, we shall prove our main Theorem 1.3. We first integrating
(1.1), over R3, and noticing the divergence-free condition (1.1), it follows that
d
— [ O(z,t)dx = Afdx = 0,
dt R3 R3
from which
O(z,t)dx = Oo(z)dzx.
R3 R3
This provides the L!-estimate of §. Applying the standard maximum principle
type argument to (1.1),, one gets the L>-estimate, i.e.,

ess sup O(z,t) <esssup fg(x) forall0<t<T.
z€R3 z€R3

Thus we have the following global a priori bound for 6
(2.1) 160G, t)]le < |6ollzr VE€[0,T],V1 < p < oo.

Next, multiplying both sides of (1.1); by u, and using the condition (1.1),, one
gets after integration by parts,

1d
5l OZ + 1Vul, Ol = /RB(Geg-U)(w,t)dx

2 dt
<0G, O)llpzlful- )]l L2
< 0ol z2llu(-; )|l ze,
which together with Gronwall’s inequality yields that
(2.2) u € L>=(0,T; L*(R®)) N L?(0, T; H*(R?)).

Multiplying (1.1); by Aw, and (1.1), by A6, respectively, and then integrat-
ing over R3, one obtains after integrating by parts
1d
2dt
:/ (u-V)u- Audz —
R3

(IVul, OIZ: +1V0C ON1Z2) + [Aul, O)lI72 + 1 A0(, )17

fes - Audzx —|—/ (u-V)0- Abdx

R3 R3
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(23) = I]_ +12—|—[3,

where we have used that (1.1), implies the identity [,; VP - Audz = 0. In
what follows, we shall estimate I;(i = 1,2, 3) term by term. By using Holder’s
inequality, it follows that

3
- Z/ 0if0iuzdz < [|[VO||2(|Vullz2 < C(IVO|Z + [VulZ2)
R3

and
Iy < Cllull o [ VO]l 12 A6]| 2 < CI V00|12Vl 12| 201 2,
< {1803 + IVl
where we have used the following inequality
V65 < CI011 2 126] 2. < Clldoll 26 126]1Z, < CIIV6ol|2.[126] 7.,

due to the interpolation inequality and the energy inequality in Definition 1.1.
For the term I, noticing that it holds that

I = Z / u; 0y Ofujdx

1jk 1

= Z Z/ u;0; U (’9kujdx+ Z/ u?,agujakujdx

i=1 j,k=1 J,k=1
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_ Z (/3 OpusOz3uz0rusdr + /3 U3836kU38kU3d32) + Z /3 U383Uj6§u]‘d37,
R: R el
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Ins

and

I < C(/ |u1||Vu||V2u|dx+/ [ua||Vu||V2u|dz);
R3 R3
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2 2
I12 = — Z ‘/]Rs ujagakU38kUjd$ — Z ‘/]R3 ujaku3838kujdm
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R3 R3

where we have used the fact that (1.1), yields dzug = — Zle O;ju;. Thus one
obtains

1

IN

0(/ |u1||Vu||V2u|dx+/ iz | V][Vl der)
R3 R3
1
< IRl + O [ fuPivuPde+ [ P VaPa)
R3 R3

Let us now turn to estimate the term [p, [u1|[*|Vu[?*dz, the straight calculus
yields that for 1 < r < oo

/ luy 2| Vu)?da
R3



THE 3D BOUSSINESQ EQUATIONS WITH REGULARITY 655

/ (max|u1|2 /|Vu|2dxi> dax;dx;

R2 \Zi€ER R

C < max |uq |*" dz;d; ) </ (/ [Vul d%) r1 dax- d$~>
R2 TiE€ER R2
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(2.4) <C</ s |27 1|8u1|dx> (/ (/Vu2dxz) ™ g dm~> -

where we have used the following fact

|2T<0/ (D (r) |dT<C/ PP f ()l

By using Holder’s inequality and interpolation inequality, one gets
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where (4,7,1) belongs to the permutation group on the set S3 := {1,2,3},
a,B,€,a,t € [1,00] and 6 € [0, 1] satisfy

1 1 B-
2. L=
(26) =
and

1 0 1-06
(2.7) —— - =

2r—1a a E&a-1)
On the other hand, by using Minkowski inequality, Holder’s inequality and
interpolation inequality, one obtains
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(2.8) < Vull2™ 1105 )Vl 2 < [Vl g2 9%l
Hence, inserting (2.8) and (2.5) into (2.4), it follows that
(2.9)

/ lus |2 | Vul|*da
R3

< Offloanll, ||,

(7“ 1) (1—0)(2r—1)

HUIHL5 L“ 0)(27‘ 1)a|

[l

\VUHL2 IIV2UI|L2

L9(2 r—1)t

where 1 < r < o0, a,ﬁ,ﬁ,a,t € [1,00] and 6 € [0, 1] satisfy (2.6) and (2.7). B
selecting

§ p
(2.10) er—1na-0 ™ 2r —1)0°
then a and ¢ satisfy (2.6). From (2.10) and (2.9), it is easy to see that
14(2r—1)6 (2r—1)
[ tuPIvaas < € Jloalug |, e IValT 19El
1 ) 1+(fi;1>9 (zr-1)(1-0) )
(2.11) < SIV2ulE + Cfl0nllee, |, Nullpe T IVl
In what follows, for m € [1,3] and 2 < o < 8 < —L- Dy setting
5
5 - 20(2 -
(2.12) r= (5 = m)ap = (5 m)a and £ = 2a(2=m) m)’
ataf—8 2a+aB-—P) a—1
and then setting
@2r—1a—-¢§a—-1) B-a

(2.13) 0= 2r — D) (é(a—1)+a) - (4-2m)af—a+p

we have 6 € [0,1), and r, £ and 0 satisfy (2.7). Hence

(2.14) / |up)?|Vu|?d
R3

1+<f1;1)9 (2r—1)(1-6)

lull e ™ IVullZ2

1
< IVl +C HnaiulnLgi

Lé*m
1 T

4@[3(2 —m)

< LIVl +C [10rm "

Applying Holder’s inequality with
maf — - 2« n 3(1—m)af+38
(3—2m)af —2a+28  (3—2m)aB—2a+28
map

@WX% S (O, 1] by (12) (214) becomes

where

(2.15) / lus |?|Vu|?da
R3
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___2aB _da(2—m)
maB—B—2a o
LIV2ul +C (Hmiulugi Tl ) I7ull
. B—B—2 L .
f(g%xwe(ol) 1.e. *<C¥<B<m1,
S 4a6 2—m)

maB B 2o
13

L. -

P73

LIVl + C |10,

lull 77772 1Vl

i maf—pF—2a o . . o
lfm—L l.e.,a_ﬂ_m.

Similar estimate still holds for [p, [u2]?|Vul?dz. Hence

1
I1 S ZHAUH%2
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maB-B—2a

o\ oz
( 10; 1HL7 Lo

if gpad—p-2e ¢ (0,1), ie., > <a<pf< 1o,
+
(Hmmm

+ [Ju H

B
Lz o-
J

IVullZ:

+ ||l10suzlles,

N——

(3—2m)af—2a+28

mw/i ﬂ 2a
LB
mim;

+ ||l10guzlles,

_4aB(2—m)
ida ) lull 757772 V|2

LYo
J

if mafB—pB—2«

(3—2m)aB—2a+28 1 le a= ﬂ - m—1

where we have used the identity ||[V?ul|?, = [|Aul|3,. Inserting all estimates of
I;(i =1,2,3) into (2.3), it follows that
A6

(2.16)  F(t)+(||Aul/?2+

i2)

B—=2 : 3 1
if € Zl:l)aﬁ Qaaﬁﬁ €(0,1), ie, > <a< B < —,

4aB(2—m

n
da(2—m)
(H 1)+l T "”“*3+||Vu|i2+1)<wuiﬁnven;)
(H Yl 75 2“+||Vu||L2+1)<||Vu||iz+||wniz>

maf 2« 3 _ o
fm L ie,a=0=—5,

7naﬁ ﬁ 2a
/3

Ly.o-

4

where F(t) = [Va(, )32 + V0, 1), and #(t) = [0 ze,

2a
’"”‘“*’ﬂ’z“ with mmed=f-2a__ c (0 1] je, 2 <a<f<

+HH5J‘U2||L;;J. B—2m)ap—2a+28 <

1

. m—1"
373

Notice that from (2.2) together with the standard interpolation inequality yields

that

2
we LY0,T; L°(R%) with = + ;=5 amd2<b<6.
a
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On the other hand, it is easy to see that 2 < £ = QQ(Q m) <6if 2 <a<pB<
—— and it holds that

31-m)a+3 3 31-m)a+3 3a—-1) 3
202—m) £ 2a(2—m) 202 —m) 2

Hence, one obtains that

a(2—m)
(2.17) u € LI=matT (0, T; LE(R?)),

. ml_l. When a = 3 = ﬁ, then ¢ = 2, and one obtains from
energy inequality in Definition 1.1 and the estimate (2.1) that

(2.18) lu(-, )|z < C(|luolln2 + [|6o]|z2) for all 0 < ¢ < T.

Then, by applying Gronwall’s inequality to (2.16) in the interval [0,7T), one can
deduce that

sup F(t)
0<t<T
4 (2—m)

exp{CIT (GO +Iu@ T P+ FulZ+ 1)a)

if maf—p-2e _c(0,1), ie., > <a<f<t:

(3—2m)af—2a+24 19

< ‘F(O) Aaf(2—m)
exp {Cf (GOl 757 +[Vull2a+1)d}
if —maf—B-2a _ _ 1’1_6_70426:%17

(83—2m)af—2a+28

where F(0) = [lug||32 + [[Vdo||2. + 1, which together with assumption (1.2),
estimates (2.17) and (2.18) yields that

(2.19) sup (|Vul32 + |VO]32) < +oc.
0<t<T

Then by using the standard arguments of the continuation of local solutions,
it is easy to conclude that the above estimate (2.19) implies that the solution
(u(z,t),6(z,t)) can be smoothly up to time 7. Thus we complete the proof of
Theorem 1.3. (]
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